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CORPS PHOTO, BUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS, WAR DEPT. 
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RANDOLPH FIELD, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS , 


THOMAS PENN who with his brother 
Richard, were ‘‘true and absolute 
Proprietaries and Governors-in-Chief of 
the Province of Pennsylvania and 
Counties of New Castle, Kent and 
Sussex upon the Delaware”’ presented 
the Fund fifty pounds, because he was 
“not unmindful of the value of Presby- 
terians to the Province.’’ The Presby- 


terian Ministers’ Fund continuesin this _ 


Same spirit of recognized service. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 


Alexander Mackie, D. D., President 
The First Life Insurance Company in America—The Oldest in the World 
Serving Ministers, Their Wives and Theological Students of All Protestant Denominations 


RITTENHOUSE SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNSYLVANIA 


EASTER COMES EARLY — LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY id 
DELIVERY SLACKENS — ORDER NOW! 
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Easter Program Folder a#6 
A thing of beauty, in offset 
color Lithography for mime- 
ograph or printing. 
Size folded 814x11 
Price, $1.50 per Hundred 
500—$6.00; 1000, $10.00 


F OR more than 226 years the Fund 
has continued to serve ministers, their 
wives and theological students of all 


Protestant denominations. 


FOUNDED 1717 44 


For life insurance information write 


Cross and Palm Branch Daily 
Self-Denial Slot Envelopes 
with mark-off spaces on front 
Appealing in design 
Strong in paper 
Price, $1.75 per Hundred 


Gethsemane Design, same price 


2 CHARTERED 1759 


FUND 


Of a 
TEN 


Collects Ten Dimes 
$3.00 per Hundred 


SEND FOR OUR CATALOG 
It is full of timely sugges- 
tions for your Church and 
School. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM Co. 


296 BROADWAY 


NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 


ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY AND DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
: DESIGNED AND PRODUCED 4) 


\ THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE CO. DEPT. £, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO f 


STEP BY STEP THROUGH THE SUNDAY F aDuuT. 4 
_ USE DEPENDABLE DIETZ SUPPLIES ppthescl Se 


WORSHIP PROGRAMS. « Maps 


THE HOUSE OF A THOUSAND THINGS 
FOR THE CHURCH AND SJUNIOR ABSENTEE CARDS + BLACKBOARDS « CONTESTS 


SUNDAY SCHOOL” CHAIRS + REWARDS - MEMORY WORK « CHALK TALKS 


ae ROLL BOOKS - STORY PAPERS « CRAYOLAS »« HANDWORK .« VISUAL AIDS 
CRADLE ROLL 


CRADLE ROLL LESSONS « PICTURES « BIRTHDAY SUPPLIES . INVITATIONS ¢ GIFTS 
William H. Dietz, Inc., 10 S. Wabash, Dept. 40, Chicago 3, Mlinocis 


SEND FOR FREE CHURCH SUPPLY CATALOG 
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479 Hymns, 96 Page 
“‘Rids-to-Worship” 
Section. Only $90 a 
100, not prepaid 


@ See this great hymnal 
which liftstheministry of 
music to new levels and provides 
service material in unparalleled abundance. 
Mail coupon for your Free sample copy today. 

Here is the hymnal that unites Quantity 
and Quality with LOW price as never before. 
First, it gives you 479 preferred hymns and 
songs that stir the soul and unite in worship 
the hearts of your people. Second, it provides 
215 Service Outlines, Scripture Readings, 
Litanies, Prayers, Choral Responses, Introits, 
Calls to Worship, and Personal Meditations, 


Provides A “Victory”” Program 
Helps you to improve and vitalize your service program to fit conditions of 
the day. Despite the fullness of its contents, complete indexes, and many 
unique features the volume is compact and easy to hold because of quality 
materials. Send for Free sample so that you may see how perfectly it meets 
your needs, how valuable it will be in building up your work. Take advan- 
tage now of this Free offer. WRITE TODAY! 
BEE BS BE ORREBR PERE eee 


BIGLOW-MAIN- © BIGLOW-MAIN-EXCELL CO. “Gnicacs'rtic’ 
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A complete 
Service Book 
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EX C ELL ¢ 0 ° As new hymnals are needed in ovr Church please send me Free a 

715-A5 West Lake St | sample copy of your ‘‘Inter-Church Hymnal’’—Two books in one, 

Lad e 
‘ a Your Official g 
Chicago 44, Hl. Name ee +2 _Chureh Position — —- 
ns ee CZ Address =. od ad a = |. Ee 

; 
Mail Coupon for 4 ,,,, ai Rate esi a 
a Church & “ ’ : 
FR E E (i ] Denomination. . Soe Se ee __Membership——____ =. 
Pastor’s Name i 


EH and Address 
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Did Jesus’ Pay lt All? 22S 
Harry W. Staver, D.D. 


Eternal Within ee es 
C. Irving Benson, D.D. 

Evangelism 2225... 

MoOS Paradise jesse errr eee 

Preachin eel cO ot ain 
Milton Thomas 

Worshipful Hymns __............................. 
Stanley H. Mullen 


Habitzomberayene =e ee 
Donald B. Aldrich 


OCILOTialeeeetee ek A Pe Re ee 


Church Methods _...........-...0---.. 


Goodwill Giving 
Enlistment Campaign 
Rural Church 
Funeral Costs 


Sermons _.......... 


God Presents Himself 
Charles Haddon Nabers 

‘Our Father—Personal God 
William R. Siegart 

Way of Life 
Clarence Edward Macartney 


Philip the Evangelist 
William Crowe 


PUustrations es oe 
William J. Hart 


Junior Sermons 


Book Reviews 


Mid-Week Services 


Topical Index 


Buyers’ Guide 
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In illustrative material, I think it is far superior 


The EXPOSITO 


and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


A Journal of Practical Church Methods 


WILLSHIRE, OHIO, 
December 11, 1944. 
Dear Mr. Ramsey: : 
Some days ago I received the copy of Vab 
ume 15 of The Minister's Annual. It was wel 
come, indeed, as have been all the preceding 


volumes. 


I think you have “over-stepped” yourself 
this one, for it seems to me it far surpasses amy 
of the others in interest. I can hardly lay 
down, when I begin to look through it, fo 
there is so much of real interest. Merely cast 


ally going through it when it first came, I foung 
an item which was just the thing to clinch a 
idea in a sermon on which I was then working} 


and better, than anything else I have gotten. | 


Thank you again for the usable and m 
tensely interesting volume. Please count me if 
on the paper supply for the next edition, Va 
ume 16, tf and when you can get at it. Wil 
remit shortly with my Expositor renewal. 


With all good wishes for you and your co 
tinuance in your helpful work for the ministet, 
I am, 


Yours very cordially, 


GroRGE W. BEcK, Pastor, 
The Methodist Church. 


An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church : 
work, practical theology, applied religion and all phases of minister’s work. 


Published each month by the F. M. Barton Co., Pub., Inc., 


Subscription Rate: Domestic, $3.00 a year. 


volumes, $3.50. Subscriptions are understoo 
contrary. This is in accordance with the gen 
script returned unless accompanied by full return 


Copyright, 1944, 


eral 


Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Foreign, $3.50 a year Single copi 5 d 
» $3.5( pies, 35c. Back copies, 45¢c. Bou 
d as continuing from _year to year, unless orders are given to 7. 
wish of the subscribers, Manuscripts must be typed. No manu- 
postage and addressed to The Expositor, East Aurora, N. Y, 


Entered as second-class matter at the P. i i : 
Additional: entre ub nee Aetcna ee at Cleveland, Ohio 


- 


THE F. M. BARTON COMPANY, PUBLISHERS, INC, 


Joseph M. Ramsey 
Editorial Office 
East Aurora, N. Y. 


W. S. Ramsey 
Caxton Bldg. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


arg et ioe 
) So. Washington Sq. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


John D. Emrich 
9 'W. Washingtor 
Chicago, Illinois 


New Beaks for a New Year— 


AND WE ARE WHOLE AGAIN . Hazen G. Werner 


Making religion mean something to people is the supreme task which faces every 
minister, every Christian leader. This involves helping them adjust themselves to 
environment, to circumstances, to life as a whole, and includes an effort to put oneself 
in their place, suffering with them, then finding ways to help. Dr. Werner's work in 
petsonal* counseling is well known, and his book is rich in illustrations from real life 
cases. Here the best resources of psychology as well as Christian love are brought to 
bear for the benefit of those who need them. $1.50 


A PLAIN MAN LOOKS AT THE CROSS .: Leslie D. Weatherhead 


In thoughtful, reverent mood Dr. Weatherhead deals with the questions which arise in 
the hearts of everyday people when they try to understand the significance of the Cruci- 
_ fixion. Early in his discussion he declares: ‘The truth is too great to be tucked neatly 
into any theory. In this book I try to suggest an interpretation which carries my own 
mind further than any other theory.” And so, beginning with the human factors which 
brought Christ to the cross, he goes deeply into phases of Jesus’ ministry relating to the 
Crucifixion and brings us a fresh vision of the Saviour and his mission to humanity. A 
tich source of sermon material for the Lenten-Easter season. $1.50 


THE POSTWAR WORLD. the Merrick Lectures, 1944 


The postwar world . . . what will it be like? Can we hope for a just and lasting peace? 
Is Russia a menace or a friend? Can England be trusted? These and other important 
questions are troubling every patriotic American. No one can answer them completely, 
but the men and women whose lectures are included in this series have much to say 
that is constructive, interesting, and important. Based on sound historical perspective, 
their views are presented with hardheaded realism. Included are the ideas of a world 
court judge, a U. S. senator, the former high commissioner to the Philippines, the 
general secretary of the World Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches, and others. $2 


IF | WERE YOUNG . Clovis G. Chappell 


One reviewer has this to say.of Dr. Chappell’s books: “People read his books. We are 
not so Sure that the super-sophisticated or the painfully scholarly read his books, but the 
people read them. ‘This fact essentially is their commendation; people find in them 
satisfaction for heart hunger, assurance in anxiety, faith in uncertainty, victory in 
defeat—and they find all this in language which they can understand.” This newest of 
his- volumes of sermons follows his best tradition and walks right into the heart and 
mind of the reader with soul-searching candor, and touches the lives of all with deep 
understanding and wholesome advice. $1.50 


At Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


Nashyille 2, Tennessee 
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CANDLELIGHT 
Sen VICES 


Maintain Interest 
in Church Activities 


The habit of remaining away from church 
can be started easily. The best way to stop 
this is to prevent it from starting. 


Throughout the nation, Candlelight Services 
are proving to be an important factor in main- 
taining and increasing family interest in church 
activities. These services can be planned by 
various church groups, and because entire 
family groups can participate, these families 
develop a greater interest in the activities of 
their church. 


Write for free booklet giving a complete 


Candlelight Service 


EMKAY 
Dept. E 


CANDLES 
Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


A D-vision of Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 
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A 
GLORIOUS 


TRIBUTE TO | 
WARTIME SERVICE | 


Let the deeds of your boys and girls in service : 
live forever in the glorious golden voice of aj} 
Memorial Carillon. 


Let the soul-stirring music of divinely inspired 
hymns serve as a permanent reminder of war- 
time service, a daily tribute to those who 


served, and a constant incentive to high 


thoughts and noble resolves. 
Let the lovely, inspiring cadences of genuine | 


bell music, winging across space, extend the | 


influence of your church through all the com-7| 


munity ! 
Priorities are already being assigned for 
after-the-war. Deagan Carillons. By a 


recently developed plan, it is possible to 


arrange all details now, for fulfillment 
just as soon as restrictions are lifted. 


For details, please address J. C. Deagan, 
Inc., Dept. 141, 1770 Berteau Avenue, 
Chicago 13, 


DEAGAN 


See ee ee 
HARMONICALLY TUNED 


The Ewpositor 


DID wESU Se PAY 1) ALL?” 


HARRY W. STAVER, D.D. 


HE other day I read a letter from a young 

soldier. It had some personal items in it, 

but it also had a paragraph about religion 
und in that paragraph a sentence like this— 
‘We still sing “The Old Rugged Cross’ at 
chapel, here on shipboard, but somehow to me 
it doesn’t say the thing I think Religion ought 
fo be* saying in these days.” Then he adds, 
after the manner of a post-script, “But maybe 
['m not rugged enough yet.’ I’ve been think- 
ing about that soldier’s saying and all the 
questions that are piled up because of it. What’s 
the matter with the kind of religion expressed 
in the hymn, “The Old Rugged Cross?” If it 
doesn’t say what religion ought to be saying in 
these days, then what ought religion—Chris- 
tianity—to be saying? Is the reason for the 
failure to find satisfaction the reason stated in 
the soldier’s words, ‘Maybe, I’m not rugged 
enough yet?” 

When the whole matter is sifted down, this 
looks like the basic and essential fact. We 
have a protest against that interpretation of the 
Christian religion which views the cross of 
Christ as having done everything that needs to 
be done for world redemption so that, hence- 
forth and forever, we can just sit down and 
fold our hands and enjoy the fruits of Christ’s 
agony and death—even though all hell is let 
loose on the earth. It’s a protest against the 
idea, held in some religious circles and by cer- 
fain religious people, that we can leave every- 
thing to God, or to Christ, and go blithely 
down the road of life—all black with ruin and 
red with blood and bitter with tears and broken 
by sin—singing another of those hymns, whose 
depths we can never fathom but which also 
leaves so much unsaid that religion ought to be 
saying in these days, “Jesus paid it all.” 

It’s as old as the Hebrew prophets and as 
vital as the unanswerable logic of James—this 
soldier protest against the doctrine of “faith 
without works,” of devotion to ceremonial 
ighteousness at the expense of ethical right- 
sousness. It’s the prophet, Micah, standing 
here and saying: “He hath showed thee, O 


Marshall, Michigan 


January, 1945 


man, what is good. And what doth the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly and to love 
kindness and to walk humbly with thy God?” 
And it’s Jesus, on the Mount, cutting through 
the pretense and sham and saying the thing 
point-blank—"Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you shall in no wise enter into the 
kingdom of heayen.” It’s James, in the Scrip- 
ture lesson, dead sure about this—‘‘As the-body 
apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart 
from works is dead.” 

Wherever we got the notion that the whole 
business of human redemption is solely, utterly, 
and completely God’s affair and none of ours, 
we didn't get it from a true understanding of 
the great prophets in Israel nor from a true 
interpretation of the life and teachings of Jesus. 
Nowhere do they grant anybody warrant for 
thinking or believing that we can just recite 
Creeds and sing about Jesus “paying it all” 
and please God with that kind of religious pro- 
cedure while we've got a dirty, rotten world on 
our hands, cursed with selfishness and greed, 
honey-combed with hate, leprous with sin—a 
world wherein “men love darkness rather than 
the light because their deeds are evil.’ And 
yet there ate those, who would boast of their 
piety, who do think and believe that way, who 
expect some day just to go sailing off to heaven 
to put on a white robe and a crown and sit 
down under the “‘tree of life” for all eternity 
and listen to the angels sing around the throne 
of God. 

Maybe we better clarify the point before we 
go farther. That Jesus did do something tor 
us, and for the world, that we cannot do by or 
for ourselves, is an indisputable fact. That He 
“died for our sins and not ours only but for 
the sins of the whole world,’ is a funda- 
mental part of our Christian faith. That He 
is the Saviour of the world and that “there ts 
no other Name given in heaven above or in 
the earth beneath whereby we must be saved”’ 
is a basic declaration none of us would 
even think to deny who believe in Jesus. All 
that, and more, is inseparable in our believing. 
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But to conclude from it that Jesus “paid it all” 
and that, theretore, there is nothing we need to 
do is a false and unjustified conclusion and 
precisely the conclusion “the devil and his 
angels’ like us to come to. 

There is a true way for us indicated in the 
words of the writer of the Book to the Hebrews 
where he says: ‘Let us continually offer praise 
unto God, the utterance of lips that glorify 
God’s name. But do not forget to be helpful 
and generous, and to do good, for that is the 
kind of sacrifice that pleases God.’’ There’s 
James, again, saying, ‘Be ye doers of the Word 
and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves.’ There’s the Apostle Paul, in his 
Ephesian letter, saying, “We are God’s work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works.” There’s the Master, driving the thing 
home with his question, “Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, but do not the things I command you?” 
Or, if we want it pictured out, there’s Jesus’ 
parable of the Good Samaritan: the priest and 
the Levite, servants of ceremonial righteousness 
passing by “‘on the other side,’ and the Good 
Samaritan, filled with compassion and pity for 
a man beaten, robbed, bleeding, and left for 
dead, pouring wine and oil on his wounds and 
bearing that broken man to the inn for healing 
—and Jesus there in the midst of His critics 
saying, ‘‘Go, and do thou likewise.” 

“We still sing ‘The Old Rugged Cross’ at 
chapel, here on shipboard but someway, to me, 
it doesn’t say the thing I think religion ought 
to be saying in these days!” That's the in- 
dictment of a young soldier, now across the 
seas, to whom the cross is a grim reality, and 
life a daily devotion in the direction of free- 
_ doms that too many people in America are too 
dumb to desire and too dull and indifferent 
even to deserve. It isn’t an indictment of “The 
Old Rugged Cross,” nor the merits of Jesus 
shedding His blood on that cross. It’s an in- 
dictment of our interpretations of the cross and 
our failure to fit the whole content of the 
cross to the facts of life. It’s an indictment 
of our doing, like that voiced by Hugh O. 
Isbel, in the lines: 


“We carve His Cross into an amulet; 

The red blood which He shed upon 
the hill 

We make a Rite of worship, and 
forget 

The red religion of courageous will.” 


That the thing that stands under indictment 
—not the Cross of Christ, but we! Someway, 
the conviction grows, that Christianity must be- 
come creative where now it is only conven- 
tional, that it must come to grips with the 
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actual needs of the world and its peoples, that 
it cannot, and will not, long be content to dwell: 
amid abstractions which are unmindful of liv— 
ing realities. ; oye 
It’s as John Elof Boodin says in his book, 
Religion of Tomorrow, “True religion is the 
sincere love of humanity. We need a return 
to Jesus of Nazareth, friend of every man and 
champion of humanity wherever found. The 
only ideal that can eventually work is the Gos- 
pel of Jesus—the Golden Rule—the ideal of 
mutual service and mutual helpfulness in a 
common enhancement of life; in short, an 
ideal of brotherhood built upon genuine per- 
sonal relations.” j 
“We still sing ‘The Old Rugged Cross’— 
but it doesn’t say the thing I think religion 
ought to be saying.” Well, what ought religion 
to be saying? And what ought the Church to 
be saying? We shall still need to be saying the 
things of God’s comfort. Of that I am very 
sure, for there will always be human hearts in 
need of God’s comfort, and never more so than” 
in these days. We shall still need to continue 
proclaiming God’s love. Of that I am likewise 
sure. For there will always be people for 
whose perplexities and problems the love of 
God holds the only adequate answer there is, 
and never more so than in these days. And 
we shall still need to affirm God's provision, in 
Christ, for our redemption; the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection from the dead, and the 
life everlasting. Of that I am also sure. Fo 
without these there is no final hope. : 
But these are not all the things we ought t 
be saying, for there is immediate and urgent 
need for those things in religion which take 
us all, as it were, by the scruff of the neck and 
shake the elements of our being into a new 
alignment. We are come to an age of awaken- 
ing social consciousness, to a sharpened sense 
of our social responsibility before Almighty 
God and in the world where we all live. To 
build God’s justice and truth and love into’ 
human life, to put the spiritual at the heart and 
center of practical plans for peace, to give: 
ethical righteousness the right of way in our 
human relations—this is not merely an Ideal; 
ey an ari (Scripture, James 2:14-26.) 
y works a man is justifie yo 
faith.” justified and not only om 
“TWINS” FOR A DAY : 


There is a rule in a certain private school i 
the West of England to the effect that if two. 
boys are caught fighting each other they are tied 
together for a day, to eat, work, walk, and play 
in company. This method generally cures them, 
as it leads to a better understanding of each” 
other. Remember that you are just as different 
from others as they are from you! ; 


The Expositor 


SOMETHING ETERNAL WITHIN 


C. IRVING BENSON, D.D. 


HE Kingdom of Heaven is not over the 
hills and far away; it is not somewhere 

- that we go when we die. It is within us 

Jesus insisted. Every lovely deed, every 
Ipful service, every costly sacrifice is the 
ingdom come—God given a chance of ex- 
essing Himself in this world. 

A. J. Russell presented his interpretation of 
hrist in a modern setting some years ago in a 
lume called ‘“‘Christ Comes to Town” (Cas- 
ll). He claims to have written the story 
scause his son had difficulty in understanding 
hrist, when presented in the unfamiliar frame- 
ork of ancient Jewish scenes and customs. 

I read this story with eager interest, gripped 
7 the living power of it, and am giving por- 
ons of it to you here, because I hold it to be 
ie duty of every believer to preach Jesus of 
fazareth reverently and in terms which his 
wn generation will understand. Names and 
laces are modernized and in this presentation, 
avid Whiteman taking the role of our Lord. 

Many of the scenes are in America, with a 
‘ave attempt to bring the modern world face 
. face with reality—the Living Christ. Mr. 
ussell tries desperately to convey that the 
ingdom of God is the main feature of Christ’s 
aching. 

In the course of the story, David Whiteman 
invited to a broadcasting station to tell about 
¢ Great Revival. The announcer questions 
avid from various angles regarding the great 
vent, what it is? where it is? when it is to 
yme. David says, ‘It’s here already. It sur- 
yunds every one of you. It is within every 
1e of you, if you will look for it. It pervades 
e earth and all space. Like the medium I am 
ow using to address you, the radio, it has al- 
ays been here, though you did not know it. 
here were atmospheric waves before Marconi 
id Fleming taught you to tune in on them. 
[ly message is that God is calling the world of 
en. You may tune in at any time.” 

“But how do you do it?” asks the An- 
yuncer. David, “It is simpler than the radio. 
ou just turn your mind from thinking of the 
uk age in which you live, from thoughts of 
‘eed, lust, fear, jealousy and self-sufficiency, 
om the low promptings of your own human 
iture and from the figures and shapes around 
1, which you think are substantial. Turn 
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your thoughts to the Sovereign of the world, 
Who is within you all, and He will show you 
the Golden Age.” 

David continues, “The key is held by every 
person who comes into the world. That key 
is his own will. If a man insists on being his 
own master, he can never see the light—true 
also of a family, a nation, a group of any kind. 
All may have the unspeakable joy of co- 
operating with the Creator in bringing in the 
Kingdom. Those who are willing are shown 
the Divine purpose, and are enabled to follow 
it. That is God’s pledge to all mankind.” 

Announcer, “We have just two minutes left, 
so we must hurry .. . Your purpose is . . .’— 

David, ‘“To call to the colors of Christ a 
vast multitude of men and women, whose 
wills shall become God-controlled, who shall 
take possession of the Golden Age for this 
generation.” 

I have ventured to quote from the narrative, 
because of the arresting way in which he calls 
attention to the centrality of the Kingdom 
which is so little talked about and even less 
understood. Turn to those four little books, 
which give us an outline of His life and teach- 
ings. Read them with an open mind, and 
you will be amazed at the continual recurrence 
of this phrase, “The Kingdom of God” or 
“The Kingdom of Heaven.” The “Kingdom 
of God” and ‘The Kingdom of Heaven’ mean 
the same thing. Among the Jews “heaven” 
was used to mean simply “God.” He was 
always talking about it and His loveliest 
parables are illustrations of it. 

No one has begun to understand Jesus who 
does not realize what He meant by the King- 
dom of God. No one is in a position either to 
accept or reject Christianity until he has learned 
what the Founder of it was really offering to 
the world and demanding of men. ‘The King- 
dom of Heaven is within you,” or ‘among you.” 
It is the reign of God in the life of man. It is 
the realm of God. Here it is already among us 
if only we would let it possess us. It is not 
something beginning at death but here and 
now. The Kingdom is not in the distant past 
nor a far off divine event in the yet moré dis- 
tant future, but an inward and spiritual order 
to be realized in every willing life. It is un- 
Christian to think that the confirmation of the 
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kingdom depends upon the passing of a cer- 
tain number of years. It 1s a supernatural 
order seeking to break into the world order. 
David sought to make clear to his friends 
that sin was anything which divided them from 


God, prevented them from revealing God to 


_——— 


EVANGELISM 


BISHOP FREDERICK G. DELAND LEETE 
In the Methodist Review 


Ce HE deep, surging tide of reviving re- 
"Tigo will not come because the Scribes 
have written new creeds, but because 
preachers and Christian people believe their 
beliefs and*proclaim them fearlessly, ardently, 
and constantly. Religion is never unseasonable, 
save when it is confined to favorable seasons. 
It is never so ineffective as when it believes 
little, attempts nothing difficult, and does not 
care. 

“History teaches us that Christianity has 
never yet made headway head first. Discount 
the emotions all you may, men still dwell in 
them, and in the will, which when aroused by 
the emotions, moves the head. Education will 
never take the place of evangelism, and if it 


could do so, the process would be largely one - 


of inbreeding. For who would come to you 
for training? Only a part of your own chil- 
dren and a few adults and strangers. 

“Some wish the social gospel made promi- 
nent, indeed, the chief item, in the evangelist’s 
instruction and appeal. This desire expresses 
a portion of truth . . . and was there ever a 
time when sturdy preaching did not attack the 
evils of their day and uphold ethical and hu- 
manitarian ideals? One thinks of Savonarola, 
John Knox, Lyman Beecher, among many evan- 
gelistic powers who fought greed and injustice. 
But they taught no social as distinguished from 
the complete Christian gospel. They were 
wise enough psychologists to know that prog- 
ress is from within out, that man must first be 
informed with the life and love of Christ be- 
fore he can be reformed, or become a reformer 
of others. They would have thought it pretty 
far-fetched to attempt, for example, to evan- 
gelize men concerning ‘capitalism,’ ‘profit-mo- 
tives, ‘unearned increments,’ and ‘intrenched 
paganisms’ as a preparation for and condition 
of their acceptance of Christ. Love is the pas- 
siony the allurement, the all-conquering motive 
which the evangelistic message needs. When 
this is set forth and exemplified clearly and 
convincingly, it is rare indeed that conversions 
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Gof YHE most optimistic person must adm 


their neighbor, and from leading their neigh 
bor to God. . 

What better programme can we set before 
ourselves in the New Year than this—to seek 
first the Kingdom of God in all things ?—Con 
densed from ‘Melbourne Herald.” 


do not ultimately follow, with social wisdos 
and reform, righteousness and service in thei 
wake. 

“The love of Christ Constraineth evangelis 
and hearer, or nothing much happens. I da 
not despair of lay service under careful instrue 
tion and direction, but without the latter 
‘visitation evangelism’ may be so devoid @ 
spiritual content as to add to the already heayy 
liabilities of unregenerate church membershi 
Nothing is so much needed as a thorough 
vival of religion! Love is the chief deficieng 
in the Church, and the lost motive of evangel 
ism. Few have love enough to pray the prayé 
of Whitefield, “Give me souls, or take my 
soul!’ And it is not required, because Chris 
was offered, and we are not asked to die fe 
the world. Our part is to be assured that the 
emotion we feel and affection we bear are th 
most powerful implements of soul-winning.” 


* * * 


F. C. SPURR 
In “Evangelism for Our Time” 


that the religious tide is far out toda 

Yet the mass of Church members a 
not alive to the desperate spiritual needs of the 
time. Enormous numbers of Church people 
reveal the minimum of interest in the cause 
which they theoretically own allegiance. # 
dull day, or a bright day, a sudden visit 
friends, the lure of the motor car, the com 
petition of the radio, anything is sufficient 
excuse for staying away from Church. Dul 
indifference on the one hand and new paganis 
on the other, has seriously depleted congreg 
trons. 

“Only the wilfully blind can fail to perceiv 
that a new order in the life of man is over 
due. No new order can endure, or meet th 
essential human need, unless it be supportec 
upon a spiritual basis. Nothing, in fact, ca 
accomplish this but the coming of the lon 
delayed Kingdom of God from within. Met 
have drifted down the stream of life to croon 
ing music, without the least thought of 
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eaning of life. An army of cinema-minded 
d sport-minded young people have no rela- 
n, to Christ and His Church—an army of 
en and women who formerly had some link 
ith Christ through the Church, have almost 
rgotten about it—they are not hostile, just 
different. 
“There is no peace save in that Faith which 
now perceive I had wrongfully abandoned” 
rites a French journalist, who has returned to 
s God as a means of relieving his mental and 
art anguish. Despite appearance, and false 
utage, men throughout the world are suffer- 
g from soul hunger and cry for God. How 
n god—the God they seek—be made real to 
em? This is the task that underlies all of our 
ork of preaching and evangelism. Without 
ritual direction of life, which comes only 
om the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the modern 
less than the ancient man is bankrupt. What 
all we do? and how shall we do it? For- 
erly, much preaching contented itself with 
sistence upon the salvation of the soul, as if 
€ soul were something apart, like a bird in a 
ge. The New Testament makes it clear that 
hrist was concerned with the whole man, the 
hole of life. So the Gospel for today must 
ver the entire range of human activities and 


motives; personal, social, industrial, financial, 
national and international. Jesus Christ is the 
Lord of ai// life, but the emphasis must still be 
upon the conversion of the sndividual. Not the 
individual in isolation, however, but in rela- 
tion to the whole human plan. 

“The evangelistic spirit and aim may be pur- 
sued in many ways. Musical people can bring 
people into right relation with God through 
song, in choral groups, or song festival. Re- 
ligious films open an unbelievable sphere of 
teaching and are available everywhere at low 
cost. Craftsmen can win ‘gangs’ of boys and 
men through teaching them how to make use- 
ful and worthwhile things, Opening up a vast 
new field of expression to many. Doctors can 
teach youth about physical development, physi- 
cal and mental care. Gymnasts and sports lead- 
ers can make men out of weedy and seedy 
boys. There are talents and training in almost 
every congregation to meet almost every need 
and every situation. The preacher's job is to 
‘set their hearts on fire’ with the worthy am- 
bition to give of that which has been given 
them. They are only stewards of that which 
God has bestowed upon them. Their privilege 
is to use it according to God's plan.” 


FOOL’S 


PARADISE 


wotations from “A Soldier Looks at The Church” by Russell C. Stroup, as published in 
arper’s Magazine, October, 1944. Mr. Stroup, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Lynch- 
irg, Virginia, is now serving as chaplain with the U.S. Army in the Southwest Pacific —Eds. 


O THE question ‘What does the soldier 

think of the Church?” the only proper 

answer is ‘He doesn’t.” In the thinking 
the average G.I. the church of Jesus Christ 
ares a place with the Society for the Preven- 
on of Cruelty to Clay Pigeons. His complete 
id colossal indifference is merely a reflection 
~ the mind of the man on any Main Street, 
1 the soldier is simply a civilian in uniform 
id his mental outlook has not been radically 
tered by the entirely different environment in 
hich he finds himself. 
He is, in a sense, concerned with religion. 
fact it is one of his favorite topics of con- 
rsation. To his long and lively discussions 
» brings an eager interest and an incredible 
norance. His faith is far greater than his 
\owledge. There are in truth few atheists in 
xholes just as there are few atheists in fac- 
ries. The average man has little inclination 
doubt the fact of God, the efficacy of prayer, 
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or the certainty of immortality. These funda- 
mentals of faith he takes for granted; and the 
professional agnostic 1s as little regarded as 
any clergyman, which is to say that he 1s 
ignored completely. 

The typical soldier, if such there is, has no 
quarrel with the Church. He is no more inter- 
ested in closing the Church doors than he is in 
entering them. With the natural courtesy of 
Americans he is respectful to clergymen even 
though they make him feel uncomfortable. . . . 
The lack of interest regarding the Church is 
too complete to stimulate discussion among 
men who are ordinarily only too willing to 
discuss any subject under the sun. To most 
soldiers the Church is dead and weeds grow 
over her grave. 

Perhaps they are right. Certainly there is 
little vitality in a Church which has so sig- 
nally failed to impress itself on the conscious- 
ness, to say nothing of the conscience, of a 
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generation. A Church which has succeeded in far greater interest evidenced in the Arn 
gaining the hostility of the world would be a Chapel than in the home Church. But the 
Church Militant. A Church which has gained Church seems always to be making excuse 

the allegiance of the world would be a Church — seeking to find the fault outside of itself. s 
Triumphant. But a Church which has gained the is a vain and futile business. . . . We m st 
world’s indifference is a Church Moribund.  fealize that the fault is not in our world but if 
The tragedy is that organized religion has not ourselves. We must awaken from our fool’s 
even suffered the distinction of a dignified paradise and discover the reasons for the 
death. Rather it presents the pitiful and rather world’s indifference. Some of these are starkly. 


ridiculous spectacle of a superannuated actor apparent in the attitude of Army men. _ | 
who insists on playing his part long after the Today fear clutches the heart of humanity ai 
audience has departed. it dimly conceives the awful horror threatening 
The irony of it all is that Churchmen and 4 destroy every vestige of Christian civilizatio 
especially clergymen are quite unaware that but while the world is on fire, the Chur 


the world has passed them by. It is probable  gadies” With irritating monotony we play ove 
that the laity are more conscious of this, but ine same silly tune unheard above the roarin 
with tender solicitude they seek to shelter their or ine dames. We continue to condemn tho 
ministers from the facts of life. In this they evils of the flesh which are only seconda 
have been notably successful. The average symptoms of a deep-roote 4 diene 
pastor may become perturbed by the failure of threatens the very. life of humanity. 

poco ee meni stipe Shon sie be oe Is it any wonder that soldiers facing dea 
cern about the Church which carries their should be unconcerned at the prattle 
names on its roll, but he —— ia ca the chaplains, and there are many, who | 
aware of the fact that the vast number are no them on the evils of stud poker, profanity and 


even nominal members. . . . It is distressing to - ayia: 
see the perturbation of many Army Chaplains lee ceiree : i ; et eee — 
thrown for the first time into intimate contact © 4%¢ Spititual sulterings i 

have shared must result from the sins of t 


with the rank and file of Americans for whom : 
the Church simply does not exist. Even those world. They would like to know what these 
clergymen who have been mercifully forced sins are? To hear them condemned in them- 
out of the cloistered seclusion of their pro- -Selves as well as in others! To understand 
tected parishes into the bewildering confusion reason for the cross on which they hang a 
of an unfamiliar world are inclined, after the that other Cross where goodness, justice, mercy 
manner of their kind, to refuse to face reality. beauty, honor and love are crucified. They 
They lay the blame for the all-too-apparent desperately hope that the world may be saved; 
indifference on the unnatural conditions of BUT HOW? And the “Padre” says, “Naughty 
Army life, though the fact is that there is a naughty, for getting drunk.” 
* * * 


(Expositor readers will wish to study the complete article in Harper's, pages 397-402, October, 
1944. Those of us who are troubled over conditions will find much to arouse them, and make 
them act; others will be merely aroused, mayhap outraged. Unmistakable evidence that the 
Church is considered of secondary importance in present-day national and world affairs by gow 
ernmental agencies is found in the classification of Church Administrative bodies as “non-essen= 
- tial”; also, the rank bestowed on clergy, commissioned as service personnel, in comparison wit 
medical men, engineers, etc., regardless of years of training or service—Eds.) 


—_—_———__—. 


FOR USE Thy Liebe. / 


The great violinist, Paganini, left his marvelous hy, 

violin to his native city of Genoa, but on the con- This life ye bear, a sacred burden is, 
siloga that it oe never ss played upon. This And so shall ye behold it! 

condition was unfortunate, for it is one peculiarity 4 ully! 

of wood that as long as it is used and handled Raps bopefally: : 

it wears but slightly, but as soon as it is dis- Stand beneath ils weight 

prided it begins to decay. The ea aes violin And with full courage Carry On; 
has become worm-eaten in its beautiful case, and Let not sorrow tur 1de— 
it is valueless, except as a relic. The moldering Falter not mi ne mre aree 
instrument is a reminder of the truth that life paghicteei: 


withdrawn from all service to others becomes Set thy footsteps upwards, onward, 
useless alike to God and man. There is a goodly goal to win. 
—From “I Believe in People’ by Archer Wallace. —G. A. LEICHLITER 
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AM pastor of a rural circuit composed of 
six churches. This perhaps makes my 
preaching program a bit different from 
me other charges. Usually I prepare but one 
srmon for my Sunday services and preach it 
all the churches I serve that day. We held 
revival series in each of the six churches and 
preached for four of them. Then we made 
special emphasis on Pentecost for a month 
iving us four to six services in each Church. 
ome of the sermons used in the special ser- 
ices were used in more than one church but 
ost of them were not because we invited all 
eople of the charge to participate in each 
rvice. In each revival I chose one topic for 
ut key sermons and then added miscellaneous 
tmons to fill the program. The topics thus 
1osen were: 

“Why You Should Become a Christian.” 
“The Future.” 
“The Necessity of the New Birth.” 

“The Simple Essentials to Becoming a 
Christian.” 

For my regular preaching program, although 
make it Christ centered as a general rule, I 
reached a few sermons from this special 
eme. Other topics used were “Stewardship,” 
Missions,” ‘Methodism’? my own denomina- 
ion, and “How to Become a Christian.” Then 
ere is the list for special days and occasions 
which will be added a few miscellaneous 
rmons. It is here presented in review of 
hat a rural pastor did with a preaching pro- 
ram. And now that it is past I look over it, 
ote its weaknesses and build for the coming 
elve months. Tabulated the topics and sub- 
cts will appear as follows: 


i. 
2 
3. 
4: 


. Regular Preaching Program 
Jesus Christ 
Pathways to Christ. 
The Résurrection of Christ in the Creed. 
Second Advent of Christ. 
How to Become a Christian 
Repentance. 
Faith in God. 
Stewardship ; 
Christians in the Economic Order. 
The Economic Basis of the Church. 
Social and Economic Legislation of 
; Pentateuch. 
- Missions 
© The Fully Redeemed Race. 
The Missionary Work and Program of the 
Church. 
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MY PREACHING PROGRAM 


BY MILTON THOMAS 


All Around the City. 

Mecca and Beyond. 

The East and the West and the North and the 
South. 


Methodism 
The Christian Conference and the New Church. 


Beliefs in Common with Other Christians. 
Expanding Frontiers. 


Special Days and Occasions 

What's the Use? (Youth). 

The Spiritual Ministry of the Church. (Rally 
Day). 

Thanksgiving. 

The Church of Christ and the Word of God. 
(Universal Bible Sunday). 

The Christ of Christmas. (Christmas). 

The Religion of the Future. (New Year). 

What Do You Want of the New Year? (New 
eat) 

The Prayer of the Righteous. (Week of Prayer). 

A Picture of Universal Peace. (Crusade). 

John, the First Believer in Easter. (Easter). 

Age After Age. (Memorial). 

Training for My Task. (Christian Education). 

Local Option and National Defense. (Temper- 
ance). 

Miscellaneous 

Bringing the Distant God Close to Man. 

Man Created and Fallen. 

The Teaching of the Master Concerning the 
New Birth. 

Facts for Your Salvation. 

God, Moral Values, Responsibility, and Free 
Choice. 

The Exaltation of the Lowly. 

The Lost Sheep. 


Revival Preaching Program 


Why You Should Become a Christian. 
Christianity for Today. 
The Importance of Moral Values. 
How to Overcome Our Faults. 
Christian Family Life. 


The Future 
The Death of a Saint. 
The Beatitude of Christian Death. 
The Coming of the Lord. 
The Future State. 
The Necessity of the New Birth. 
You Cannot Save Yourself. 
Sin. 
Salvation. 
Redeemed Men. 
The Simple Essentials to Becoming a Christian 
The Christian Faith. 
What Is Christianity ? 
The Atonement. 
You Need to Be Saved. 
Miscellaneous 
Introducing and Completing the Gospel Ac- 
counts. 
Jesus the Son of Man (Mark). 
The Roots and Fruits of the Gospel. 
Christ in You, the Hope of Glory. 
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The Acknowledgment of the Lordship of 
Christ Over the Individual. i 

The Hope of Eternity Through Christ. __ 

Barriers Burned Away or Forgiveness of Sins. 

Prove and Hold. 

Christian Ethics. 

Hosea’s Standard of Righteousness. 

The New Standard of Ethics. 

Salvation From Sin. 

Not Servants But Friends. 

The Compassionate God. : 

Jesus Has Provided for Your Salvation. 

Faith. 

Parables of the Gospels. 

Virtues of Motherhood. > 

Friendship, Love, and Truth. (1.0.0.F. night). 

A Faithful Saying Worth Accepting. 

When the Voice of God Speaks. 

Keeping Faith With the Dead. ; 

Elizabeth, the Mother of John the Baptist. 


III. Pentecost Preaching Program 
A Triumphant Victorious Christian Life. 
New Testament Perfection. 


Worshipful Ye mns 


STANLEY H. MULLEN 


HURCH music is a great instrument in 

the hands of religion. Throughout the 

ages mankind has been greatly influ- 
enced by messages of song. Someone has said 
that the greatest theology of the church is 
found in her hymns. 

Among the many denominations in protest- 
antism, Methodism in particular is greatly in- 
debted to her hymn writers. Her vital messages 
were sung into the hearts and minds of her 
early followers by the great hymns of that day; 
and to-day her hymnal stands as the living 
testimony of those sturdy souls who had a part 
in the founding of our church. 

But very much the same thing happened to 
Methodism in the field of church music as 
happened to the early church after the days of 
the founders and the martyrs. A general popu- 
larizing and cheapening of religion took place. 

Forms of worship were cast aside, and any- 
thing that looked toward order in the worship 
of the church was considered as dangerous, 
This spirit of cheapness is revealed in the type 
of songs that displaced the standard hymns. 
Instead of singing those hymns which lead one 
to a deeper appreciation of God and man, our 
people began to copy the world in singing 
those songs which would attract the crowd. 

Today it is not at all unusual for one to enter 
a Methodist church and find the methodist 
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The Way of Holiness. 

The Teaching of the Master Regarding th 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

For Disciples and Not Sinners. 

The Holy Spirit. 

Fires of Pentecost. = 

Conditions of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

Unto Our Day. +2 

Items in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. — 

Entire Sanctification or Christian Perfection. 

The Altar Makes Holy. » 

Pentecost, the Supreme Work of the Holy Spiri 

Religion Without Sin. 

Whiter Than Snow. 

Perfect Love. 

If We Walk in the Light. 

Sanctification I. 

Sanctification II. 

The Abiding Character of Perfect Love. 

The Pure in Heart. 

The Upper Room. 

Better Than the Greatest Talents. 

Joel. 


a A i 
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hymnal displaced by a so-called “gospel song’ 
book. When the pastor is asked why he does 
not use the hymnal, he will tell you that th 
hymns are not “peppy” enough, whatever th 
may mean. And that is the notion of many 
so-called evangelistic singers and preachers t 
day. It is “pep” they want rather than genuin€ 
worship. 

Not long ago, at the evening service in on 
of our Methodist churches, I was asked to lea 
the singing. On such occasions I make it 
rule to select the hymns before the servic 
begins. So I asked the pastor if I might s 
the hymnal. Instead of securing the hymn 
for me he brought me a cheap edition of 
gospel song book. As I looked through t 
book I found that ninety per cent of the pes 
were filled with songs having tunes little bett 
than the popular jazz that one may hear over 
the radio and elsewhere. The words set to 
these tunes were not of the most dignified 
character. The few standard hymns conta‘ne 
in the book were printed in small type on 
few pages in the back of the book. Out 
that sort of book I was asked to select appr 
priate hymns for a service of worship in th 
house of God. 

I recently had a similar experience when 
asked to conduct the singing at one of o 
Epworth League institutes. The only boo 
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vailable was an abridged edition of a gospel 
ong book with a few standard hymns crowded 
1 small type into the back of the book. But 
re selected the standard hymns and refused to 
se the cheap and the unreal sort of thing 
ound in the main part of the book. 

When we compare the hymns with the gospel 
ongs we can see that there is a great difference. 
‘ake, for example, the subject ‘‘Pentecost’’ as 
- is treated in a gospel song, and then as it is 
reated in a noble hymn. The gospel song 
ead as follows: 

‘Pentecostal fire is falling, 
Praise the Lord, it fell on me; 
Pentecostal fire is falling, 
Brother, it will fall on thee.” 
Note the content of the hymn and make the 
omparison: 
“I worship thee, O Holy Ghost, 
I love to worship Thee; 
" With Thee each day is Pentecost, 
Each night Nativity.” 
f it were possible to write the music here so 
hat the musical differences as well as the word 
ontent might be compared, it would appear 
hat the first is too much like the popular songs 
hat are here today and gone tomorrow, while 
he second has in it that which is far more 
nduring in character. 

I have heard ministers say that the youth of 
heir churches could not be held unless these 
ighter songs were used. That is very doubtful. 

wonder how many of the young people of 
ur churches know hymn No. 687 in our 
ymnal? Read through the words of one 
tanza and note the good and solid content: 


“Almighty Lord, with one accord 
We offer Thee our youth, 
And pray that Thou would’st give us now 
The warfare of the truth.” 
The tune is of equally fine quality. It is just 
one example of the many great hymns dedi- 
cated to youth. 

I have heard ministers and evangelists say 
that the standard hymns were not suitable for 
revival services. In such instances I often 
wonder whether it is the hymn that is at fault 
or the type of evangelism. At least before 
making that statement it would be well for the 
evangelist and his leader of music to acquaint 
themselves with that section of our hymnal 
(Hymns 241-297) which has to do with the 
gospel call. 

We need to put reality into our church 
music. If we sing words and tunes that are 
transient in character, we shall not be singing 
into the hearts and minds of the people that 
which is eternal. The world deals out enough 
of that which is only transient in character; 
the church must deal in those values that are 
abiding. It may take a little longer to develop 
an appreciation of the real and the abiding in 
the music of the Christian church, but when 
the church takes this task seriously, she will 
lift the great hymns to the place of pre-emi- 
nence in public worship which they are so 
worthy to fill. 

These extracts from an article published in 
an earlier edition of The Christian Advocate 
are published here in the hope that the tend- 
ency toward “Jazzy-hymn’’ singing may be 
curbed, especially in formal worship services 
and large group meetings.—Eds. 
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THE HABIT OF THANKSGIVING 


HEN the orchestra begins to “tune up; how discordant sounds the jangle and the con- 
fusion! Then a leader's wand summons all to silence. At once, a hundred instruments 
break forth in one compelling harmony, and we are carried away in the spirit! 


To win the habit of thanks-giving is to wave the leader's wand. Out of the discord of 
lamoring ambitions and strident, competing thoughts, it commands a silence. 


To thank the Giver of all good for the gifts of the unseen, for loves and friendships and 
he capacity to care, breaks that silence with the sound of the underlying harmonies of life. 


So thanks-giving must ever be the preface to prayer. It is the wand which stills distraction, 


nd-summons the eternal realities to speak. 


In thanks-giving, we stand on the threshold of the presence of God, to be greeted by 


Lis Spirit, in prayer. 


January, 1 945 


—DOoNALD B. ALDRICH 
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Priority 


\\ 7 E HAVE a new word in our dictionary, 
a word that is on everyone’s lips, that 
comes into every conversation, that 

hangs over every purchase, that is taking an 

unprecedented part in our daily lives. It is the 
word “priority.” 

Just what does priority mean? The answer 
is very simple. Priority is simply putting fust 
things first. 

As a nation and as individuals, we have one 
job today—the job of winning this war. This 
must come before anything else, because if we 
don’t win it there won't be anything else. And 
defeat would be unthinkable to any of us. 

The quicker we win the war, the sooner we 
can return to the way of life we want to live, 
to the full enjoyment of the advantages and 
happiness of the democratic way of life. The 
quicker we win it, the sooner can our factories 
revert to the production of those things which 
make life easier and more enjoyable. The 
quicker we win it, the sooner will our boys 
come home, our families live again as families 
should, in peace and prosperity, free from 
fear, free to plan again for the future. 

Priority means that we must work hard at 
those things which are essential. In industry, 
if we have the strength. In civilian defense 
and other volunteer war tasks, if we cannot 
give all our time. We must remember that 
there is priority on our ability to work, and 
because of that priority we must keep fit and 
ready to do our share, 

Priority means that we have no time to 
indulge in hatred, prejudice or discrimination, 
or in the spreading of ill-feeling toward any 
group of our fellow citizens. There is no 
priority on personal dislikes and morale-sapping 
grudges—and, above all, in passing on sub- 
versive rumors. There is no priority on care- 
less talk. 

Priority means that we must devote all our 
energies, mental as well as physical, to pre- 
serving Christianity in democracy—which are 
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interdependent. The church must make it 
contribution—and this requires the priority” 
support of its members. eee ; 

Let’s not cavil at the discomforts of priori-) 
ties. Let’s use the word for what it is—a help? 
in winning peace speedily. We can win it, if | 
we bend every effort to the task—and if we | 
put first things first—]. W. F. ; 


One Thing Lacking ; 
r YHE world lacks faith in Jesus Christ. 16 


would be hard to find any want of man’s 

that has not been satisfied. Science has 
seen to it that man has all the comforts of a 
new and wonderful civilization. With all the 
contributions that scientists, philosophers, an j 
economists have made to life, man. realizes 
that he is unhappy. Wars rage and the worl 
continues 1n sin. 

Whatever else we may say of life, we must 
confess that great areas are without Christ. 
The age has not considered seriously the fact } 
that Christ is indispensable. We are conscious | 
of disillusionment, bewilderment, distrust, fea 
and even hate. There is a feverish excitemen 
to find security and satisfaction. 

Blindly men and women go from one | 
pleasure to another. They are willing to fol- | 
low any will o’ the wisp that offers a haven | 
of peace, provided such an offer does not ial 
clude a sacrifice. If it offers a cross they ca 
not think of accepting it. We are like me 
who are lost in the desert. We have becom 
woefully afraid of our shadows. 7 

In the face of this bewilderment some peo- | 
ple are coming to definite conclusions. One of 
these is the discovery that we cannot get alon 
without Jesus Christ. It is becoming increas 
ingly clear that the teachings of Jesus are no 
only far from being out of date, but they are | 
essential in finding a way out of our present | 
misery. More and more, Jesus stands out as 


the only safe Leader for our times.—W, F | 
Harkey. 
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ood Medicine 


HERE is more than a good-humored ges- 

ture in the giving of iodine along with a 

tool kit which the student council of City 
ollege, New York, presented the Dean, 
hose hobby is repairing furniture. He who 
felds a hammer may miss his aim. When 
1¢ accident happens, it is well to have first 
id handy. 

The Bible is a first aid to hearts that have 
iffered from the accidents which are bound to 
efall our spirits. It is a great service that the 
sideons have done in placing the Scriptures 
2 hotel rooms so that Holy Writ’s healing 


ministry may be available to those who care to 
make use of it. During his initial travels in 
America, a professor from central Europe came 
upon a Gideon Bible, the first he had ever 
seen. The list of specific readings for special 
conditions and occasions at the front of the 
Book was a revelation to him: ‘When busi- 
ness is bad, read ....” He had never seen 
anything like this before. 

There is good medicine in the Bible.  For- 
tunate, indeed, are those who have plentiful 
stores of the Word in their minds readily 
available for use when needed. Blessed are 
they who can in truth say, “I store thy word 


-within my heart.’—Paul R. Kirts. 


—_—_@—____ 


Why Ws Read the Bbl 


att . 
E READ the Bible. But there is nothing there for the man who is merely 
reading his own thoughts into it, or Seeking support for his own views. The 
Bible 1s the Word of God. True, but there are many other words there, words 


of men, good men and bad men, wise men and foolish men. 


For the Bible 


gives us not only what God says, but also what men answer. More than a book, it is a 
whole literature with dry places and hard places, with words of final wisdom, with 
soaring poetry, deep thought, and deathless beauty. But that is not the point. For the 
Bible has a center, a heart, an aim, a vital purpose, and until we have found that we 
_have found little. When we have really studied it, listened to it, and let it take hold of 
us and speak to us, as behooves men who are perishing for truth, we find what the 


Word of God really is. 


We come to see—and no other discovery matters much—that the Bible has for its 
whole object to place us in the presence of Jesus Christ. It is not a book of Holy 
crossword puzzles wherein we seek the meaning of mystic numbers. It is not a game 
for matching prophesies with fulfillments about wars and politics and the end of the 
world. Neither is it food for mystics’ dreams. It is to bring before us not a book but 
a Person, and that Person Who has joined God to mankind, not merely as a sort of 
teacher or companion, but in the utter organic unity of one personality. He is the 
God-Man. In the end it is He Who is the Word of God, the Word that is not a syllable 
but living actuality; the Word that is not merely pronounced, but that lives and throbs 

_and takes hold of us, mind and body, heart and will, takes hold of us completely. 

There is all the difference between a printed, uttered word, and the Word of God. 
He Who so amazed the world when He came that men numbered the years from Him, so 
that today we say this is the year 1944; He is God. He Who, as Jean Paul Richter said: 
“is the Holiest among the mighty and the mightiest among the Holy. Who with His 
pierced hands lifted empires off their hinges, turned the stream of centuries into new 
channels and still governs the ages,” 1s God come to earth, the pledge that life has 
meaning, progress and goal, and that God is seeing us through. If the Church says, 
‘Search the Scriptures,” that is what we are to find: not curious knowledge, but God 


Himself revealed through His Son. 


It is through Him that we and the world will find the way out and fulfillment. 
Faith in Him, in what He says,.in what He is, but above all in what He has done; that 
is the whole answer. For Christianity is not sentimentalism, the love of thrills, the pious 
palavering of soft souls, the asylum of defeated persons of both sexes. Neither is it 

_mere morality, saying do, or don’t. Nor is it mere activism, busy at a thousand tasks, 


oblivious of its great purpose. Christianity is man set right: it is the deliverance from 
all relativities and pragmatisms, it is man delivered from his sins and set back in the 


“stream of God’s will: it is man rooted in God from Whom he has been blown away. 
It is man joined to God by faith. It is the victory that overcometh the world.” 


‘anuary, 1945 


—PaAuL H. RorH 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


The World’s Greatest Drama 


The challenge of the coming months can be 
faced by the Church with calm assurance, if 
leaders and people within the Church submit 
unreservedly and wholeheartedly to the Will 
of God in their appointed roles. 

The Church does not exist for itself, nor to 
perpetuate itself. The Church is the physical 
embodiment of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and His message to men. The Church marches 
forward in its work of healing and salvation 
among the joyful, the sorrowful, among the 
sick, the weary, the hopeless, the trusting, the 
hungry, the thieves and drunkards, the mur- 
derers and lustful, and—pronounces His bene- 
diction, “In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy spirit . . .” along 
the way. The way ahead is no mystery; it is 
made clear through the Holy Spirit. “Tarry 
ye here, and watch with me.’’ (Matt. 26:38). 

Shall we read the script once again, so we 
shall understand our part in this greatest of 
all dramas? This script was written by Jesus 
Christ, for you, for me, for all people! We 
play the parts in this greatest of all dramas, 
and—mostly without formal rehearsal. Unbe- 
lievable, but many who find themselves in star 
roles have not even read the script; they have 
been busy about lesser things. Here we are 
on the stage of life, faced with parts to exe- 
cute that require the ability and wisdom of 
God; the cue is given, and many of us present 
ourselves for our parts without ‘training, with- 
out having read the script, without atmosphere 
gained through study and meditation. What 
is the result? What do the critics say? The 
result is reflected in our daily newspapers, the 
radio, books, magazines, the theatre. These 
mirror for us how well or how badly we exe- 
cute our parts. The script— 

“And He said unto them, These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
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which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and i the Psalms, concerng 
ing me. Then opened He their understand= 
ing, that they might understand the Scripturesy 
and said unto them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to ris@ 
from the dead the third day: : 

“And that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among thé 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are 
witnesses of these things. 

“And, behold, I send the promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from 
on high. And he led them out as far as to 
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, an 
blessed them.” (Luke 24:44-50). 


Review of Accomplishments 
Through Past Year - 


Many Church leaders make it an ioe 
practice to present a detailed review of a year’s 
activities to the membership. This practicé 
has a sound foundation in experience. People 
have a just pride in having carried out plan 

they have a right to know where they ral 
short of the goal. Every department of the 
Church should be included in this review, n 

only because it keeps the spirit of unity alive, 
but many members are not aware of the scope 
of activities and service of even small 
Churches. We owe it to them to keep tnem 
informed of their accomplishments and theif 
privileges. ‘ 


Aims for the Year Ahead 


“It works!’ Customs or policies in govern: 
ment or in business are largely determined by 
results attained. “It works!’’ is the rule in a 
pioneering activities. Quotas for which to 
strive have been a rule in sales Organizations 
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yt many years, and the plan has worked so 
ell that it has been adopted in many phases 
- American life, including bond drives. “It 
orks!” in business, in government; it will 
ork in our plans for achievement in the work 
f the Church of Jesus Christ. He set his face 
steadfastly toward Jerusalem” in fulfilling his 
ission among men. Our plans may be drawn 
p just as concretely as were His, and we may 
nd that keeping our hearts and minds con- 
srned with the goal we have in mind will aid 
S$ in achieving what we have set out to do. 
lans for building are drawn, before we under- 
ike the project! 


merican Pulpit Series 


“Convinced that there is a potential mass 
arket for high quality religious books, such as 
_teached by the popular 25c paper bound 
ocket books,” Abingdon-Cokesbury Press has 
1 preparation a series of eight such books, 
nder the title, “American Pulpit Series’ 
lanned for distribution after the turn of the 
ear. 
The eight books are to contain the work of 
ght prominent ministers and theologians, 64 
riters, to present a cross-section of American 
ligious thinking. ‘“Two present-day currents 
1 publishing were taken into account in plan- 
ing the series,’ according to Pat Beaird, Man- 
ger of Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. ‘‘One is 
1¢ popularity of inexpensive, pocket-sized 
ooks; the other, the upsurge in reading of re- 
gious books by ministers and laymen alike.” 
‘ou will find another announcement in this 
sue on the series. Many laymen will welcome 
1is opportunity for good religious reading 
jatter at low cost. Let us call their attention 
» the availability of the books. 


The Atmosphere Committee” 


“From the first set-up of the committee of 
win City Churches for the planning of the 
cent Minneapolis convention of the United 
utheran Church there has been much pleas- 
utry about ‘the atmosphere committee’,”’ 
ites Paul Wagner Roth of Milwaukee. “Well 
‘came through’,” he continues, ‘‘and the 
hole 8 days were perfect. The skies were 
oudless and the temperature stayed in the 
0-60 range, except at night.” 
Seriously, the work of this committee was 
esigned to give color and background to the 
yivention, to shed light on the general theme 
f the convention, and the sub-committees on 
story, publicity and printing, collaborated in 
roducing a beautiful souvenir booklet for 
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every delegate, entitled, "The Old Northwest.” 
Also, the gavel presented to the presiding 
officer was fashioned of local wood. The 
booklet told the story of Church activities in 
the northwest, initiated by its earliest founders. 
This atmosphere committee rates the following 
tribute: “This convention is likely to go down 
in American Church history as the one that 
gave the United Lutheran Church its clearest 
consciousness of the strength and unity in the 
whole country.” 

Another appropriate name might be found 
for a committee, charged with such duties, to 
serve in every Church, let alone convention, or 
conference. Let us not overlook the fact, how- 
ever, that the title, “Atmosphere Committee” 
conveys a very definite thought as to duty and 
accomplishment. Comments from readers on 
this idea will be welcomed. 


Recipe for Workers 


1. HARD WORK. 
one can make. 

2. STUDY. Knowledge enables anyone to 
work more intelligently and effectively. 

3. HAVE INITIATIVE. Ruts often deepen 
into graves. 

4. LOVE YOUR WORK. Then you will find 

pleasure in mastering it. 

BE EXACT. Slipshop methods bring slip- 

shod results. 

6. CULTIVATE PERSONALITY.  Personal- 
ity is to an individual what perfume is to a 
flower. 

7. HELP AND SHARE WITH OTHERS. 
The real test of greatness is sharing with 
others. 

8. BE DEMOCRATIC. Unless you feel right 
toward your fellow man you can never be 
a successful leader. 

poe HAVEe THE sPiIRT Or CONOUESL 
This spirit overcomes all difficulties. 

FINALLY: In all things do your best. Those 
who have done less than their best have 
done nothing.—Reminder—Exchange. 


It is the best investment 


Nn 


Too!s For Our Work 


“I wish to express my grateful thanks for 
the help given me through The Expositor and 
The Minister's Annual. While money has never 
been plentiful with me, as with most min- 
isters, and he must spend for food, shelter, 
and family needs, but he must spend also to 
nourish his soul and his mind, or he will die 
in one respect as certainly as in the other.’’— 
L. D., Tacoma, Wash. 
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A Monthly Paper for Young People 

“A monthly paper is published exclusively 
for the young people of our church,” writes 
one Kentucky subscriber, ‘and it contains re- 
views of all their recent activities, comments 
and coming programs. “It is written by the 
young people, under the supervision of the 
monitor, in this case the pastor's wife. Ob- 
viously, they compare their achievements in 
many phases of Church work with that of the 
senior groups, especially their missionary and 
choral work. 

This should prove an excellent idea in more 
ways than one, and give the young people 
most valuable training in writing, setting up 
their copy and provide a history of their work. 
Leadership is sorely needed in all Churches, 
especially among the young, who will be 
charged with many great problems in the 
coming years, just as our boys have the job of 
defeating a colossal enemy on their hands. 
Leadership ability is predicated on experience! 


Week of Prayer 

The program for the Week of Prayer, usually 
sent out by the committee on Prayer, within 
the Federal Council of Churches, has not been 
received at this writing. It can be secured from 
the Federal Council, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. Address Jesse M. Bader, D.D., Chair- 
man of this committee. 
__ Prayer is so vital and so urgent a matter in 
the Christian life and the Christian Church, 
that it should be a never-ending concern of 
every pastor. We must learn to live it, walk 
it, eat with it, sleep with it, talk it, and DO it. 
Learning to ‘‘practice the Presence of God’’ is 
an attainment for which we should strive with- 
out ceasing. From this point of view, the Week 


of Prayer becomes just one step in the march 
ahead. 


Unanswered Prayers 
“He asked for strength that he might achieve; 
He was made weak that he might obey. 
He asked for health that he might do greater 
things; 
He was given infirmity that he might do 
better things. 
He asked for riches that he might be happy; 
He was given poverty that he might be 
wise. 
He asked for power that he might have the 
praise of men; 
He was given weakness that he might feel 
the need of God. 
He ee for all things that he might enjo, 
ife; 
He was given life that he might enjoy all 
things.” 
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‘less needy children of God to be fed and 


What Is. Goodwill Giving? 


In a bulletin, issued by an eastern Churc 
made up of members famed for their weal 
and social standing, we read—''If the generous 
and considerate folk of our congregation con- 
tinue to send their cast-off materials to 
the worthy ‘unemployable’ workers in the 
Goodwill workrooms will receive a real holt 
day gift of wages earned. It’s better to eart 
than to beg!” 

What is giving? What are cast-ofts? What 
are worthy unemployable workers? What is a 
gift of wages earned? We cannot help b t 
wonder about the meaning and motives 
such ‘giving’! Also, about such a stateme 
in a Church bulletin. Whither are we bound? 
Of course, the motive in the giving does not 
change the worth of the article to a needy 
person. A man can keep as warm in an over 
coat given as a ‘cast-off’ by a wealthy person} 
as he can in one bought with a so-called gi i 
of wages earned. The question here is about 
the giver? Is a cast-off a gift? Does such aa 
act fill the need within for giving of that which 
has been given to us? Are we, as pastors, 
missing the point in instructing Church me 
bership on the principle of giving? of steward 
ship? These are knotty questions, which need 
serious thinking, NOW when there are coun 


clothed. Also, we shall be faced with millions 
of young, intelligent, formerly virile, men wh 
might conceivably be classed by some ai 
“worthy unemployables’” who might be in neeg 
of a “gift of wages earned.” Let us analyze 
this matter, as to motive, meaning and word 
ing, before we say, forward! The principle 
applies to any Christian, and to any needj 
person, but now we are faced with a crop of 
straight-thinking, hard-hitting group of young 
men, who would normally have develope 
into our best and strongest leaders of a coming 
day. Disabled in body or mind, through 
fault of their own, what will our attitude be 
in regard to giving them the chance to develop 
the powers left to them? : 

Any Expositor reader, having a constructive 
suggestions, should speak out. Every voice is 
needed on this question, so we may not miss 
the point. 


A Church Service 


The Rev. M. E. Dodd, Shreveport, La., asks 
the question, .""What is it that distinguishes a 
Church service from other gatherings of 
people? When is it a Church Service?” His 


answer follows: 
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It is a Church service 

1. When the people are devout’ and wor- 
shipful. 

2. When the music is sacred and spiritual. 

3. When the word of God is. read, rever- 
ently. 

4. When the Gospel is preached sincerely, 
by one who believes the Word. 

5. When the ‘people go away feeling that 
they have been in the presence of God. 


“Many of us will have thoughts on this ques- 
ion and may wish to put them into words. 
e should want to re-word number 5 to read, 
When the people and pastor go away feeling 
at they have been in the presence of God.” 
We are members one of another .. .”’ and 
hile it may seem old-fashioned, the writer 
tmly believes that both pastor and people 
ttend the worship service; that pastor and 
eople do the work of God on earth; one 
eing the shepherd, ordained of God, to feed 
e sheep!” 


nlistment Campaign 


This is the theme of the campaign for 
christian Endeavorers throughout North Amer- 
Ca, “Enlist for Christ!” Three fronts will be 
‘ormed— 


1. A front for “Winning Others” 
by decision 
by commitment 
by personal living 
by witness 
by service 


2. A front for “Christian Citizenship” 
in home life 

in social responsibility 

in wholesome recreation 

in activities against liquor 

in inter-racial goodwill 

in public morality 


3. A front for “Post-War Leadership” 
in the Church 
in the community 
in education 
in vocations 
in Christian missions 
in world brotherhood 


A packet of instructions was prepared, con- 
aining detailed information as to ways and 
neans in adapting and promoting these 
fronts’ 1n Church and community programs. 


nterested Expositor readers should address. 


heir requests for instructions to International 
oc. of Christian Endeavor, 41 Mt. Vernon 
treet, Boston 8, Mass. 


Tanuary, 1945 


Backing up our young people in such a cru- 
sade in both Church and community would 
answer the question of Church leadership, the 
Unchurched, Women in Saloons and some 
other vexing and disheartening facts to which 
we do not know the answer. Young people 
have ideals and the courage to back them up. 
In their hands may lie the answer to our needs. 


The Rural Church 


An 8-page bulletin, issued by the News 
Bureau, National Lutheran Council, 231 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 16, New York,  con- 
tains a presentation of Studies and Findings 
on this all-important subject by Edward W. 
Schramm, to the Editors’ Association meeting. 
The research work and study of the increasing 
problems of rural life, and their effect upon 
the prosperity of country and small town 
churches, will interest every Expositor reader, 
entirely apart from denominational matters. 
Rural problems are not classified as Baptist, 
Methodist, Lutheran, or Presbyterian problems. 
They are human problems and they concern 
every pastor no matter where we may be 
stationed. 

Four sets of findings outlined by Dr. 
Schramm are included in this bulletin, outlin- 
ing in condensed form various phases of 
Rural Church work, the needs and how they 
may be met. One of the drastic needs 1s, of 
course, leadership, — sympathetic and compe- 
tent leadership — of men who expect to make 
Rural Church work a permanent work, rather 
than young men serving apprenticeships or 
internships, preparatory to seeking calls in city 
Churches. 25c in stamps, plus a self-addressed 
envelope, directed to the above News Bureau, 
asking for the Bulletin on the Rural Church 
Findings by Dr. Edward W. Schramm, will be 
well spent, if you are really interested in the 
Rural Church, and the needs of Rural sections. 
May we add, do not send a postal card for this 
bulletin. There is a ‘cost of paper, duplicator 
service, clerical service for reading your request 
and filling it, all of which must be met. The 
bulletin was not prepared for general distribu- 
tion. The importance of the bulletin and its 
application to general needs, prompts us to 
suggest that you secure it. Inclose 25c, plus a 
self-addressed envelope, with your request for 
the bulletin. 


Women In Saloons 


In answer to the inquiry of Rev. A. A. R., 
Baltimore, about this bulletin. So far as we 
know, it is a Banner headline appearing on 
the front page of “The Voice’ of the Board of 
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Temperance of The Methodist Church, Vol. 
XXXII, Number 10, 100 Maryland Ave., N.E., 
Washington, D. C. Under the title is a repro- 
duction of an article on the subject from The 
Chicago Herald-American. Sub. price is $1.00 
a year, no per copy price given. 


Funeral Costs and Practices 


Comments, protests, and articles have been 
sent to The Expositor repeatedly by ministers 
who are disturbed over the trends and develop- 
ments in this phase of American life. Single 
protests will avail little, unless enough “feel- 
ing’ can be aroused to bring action. 

INFORMATION SERVICE, published 
weekly for 10 months in the year, by the de- 
partment of Research and Education, Federal 
Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 10, New York, has devoted the full edi- 
tion of Saturday, November 4, 1944, to this 
subject. Single copies of the bulletin are 5c, 
but the number ordered should cover every 
member in the congregation over 15 years old. 
If necessary, the pastor should: deliver them 
personally to the membership and insure their 
reading. Address an inquiry to the above de- 
partment, asking for a price on the number 
you expect to order. 

The bulletin includes discussion on costs, 
practices, testimony of ministers, cremation and 
attempts at reform, books on the subject, co- 
operative burial associations, etc. The United 
States Dept. of Commerce, in the survey of cur- 
rent business for June, 1944, estimated all con- 
sumer expenditures under numerous categories 
for the years 1929 to 1942, inclusive, according 
to this bulletin. In 1942, American consumers 
made outlays, according to these estimates, of 
$337,300,000 for funeral and burial services: 
$163,000,000 to cemeteries and crematories: 
$60,600,000 for monuments and tombstones— 
a total of $560,000,000. There were in that 
year reported 1,385,187 deaths in the U. S., 
an average of $405.00 per death. The Infor- 
mation Service bulletin makes some suggestions 
about remedies. 

The writer recalls a conversation between an 
undertaker and a widow in a mid-western state 
some years ago, concerning the various types of 
cards and letters necessary in acknowledging 
flowers, telephone messages, telegrams, letters 
received from friends. The couple, well past 
middle age, had lost most of their possessions 
during the depression and were boarding and 
rooming a number of high school teachers to 
insure their own food, shelter and clothing. 
The array of printed matter was tendered to 
the widow with a “tactful remark’’ that these 
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would add some $46 to the bill, “but would 
The fear of appear 


make everything correct.” 
ing to “save” on her husband’s funeral 


prompted the widow to accept the forms and 
added cost, saying, “Of course, I want the 
best!" When we, as local pastors, wonder how 
this gigantic matter grew up in our midst, here 


is how it grew, the fear of appearing to save 


on the final ministrations to loved ones. 


Filled With the Spirit 


A sermon on ‘The Holy Spirit” and how to 
attain this state by Dr. M. E. Dodd is avail 
able in tract form for the asking. Send stamped} 
self-addressed envelope to Monroe E. Dodd) 
jr., Box 16, Shreveport, La. If you can add a 


coin or postage stamp to your request, it will 
pay for some to be sent to yet others. 


President of Federal Council 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of New York 
was elected President of the Council at the 
biennial meeting at Pittsburgh, November 29) 
1944. Bishop Oxnam, resident Methodist 
Bishop of the New York area since last Jung 
previously administered the Boston and thé 
Omaha areas. 

Dr. Oxnam, 53, is a Californian, alumnus of 


University of So. Cal. He was founder and fot 


10 years pastor of the Church of All Nationgy 


F G. BROMLEY OXNAM : 
Newly Elected President, Federal Council of Churches 


Los Angeles. He studied in Boston and at 
Harvard, M.:I. T., and abroad and holds 
honorary degrees from numerous institutions. 


—WMore on page 47 
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HE supreme knowledge of man is knowl- 
edge of God. We can know God when 
we put our hearts and minds to the acqui- 
tion of such knowledge. The major pur- 
ose of the Bible, the Word of God, is to give 
en knowledge of God. 

In the Old Testament there are three words 
f the original Hebrew used to designate God. 

their trans-literal forms these words are 

] and its plural Elohim, Adonai and Jehovah. 
The first of these words, E/ and Elohim, is a 
eneral word for God and is often used to 
esignate the false gods worshipped by the sur- 
dunding nations in Old Testament days. 
The second word, Adonai, is always used 
or the One and Only True God, but its use 
mphasizes the power and grandeur of God 
nd suggests his distance from man in the 
jany ways in which God is above and beyond 
S. 

The third word, Jehovah, is the name given 
) the covenant who covenanted with Israel, 
ie God who personally was interested in the 
ation and in individuals. To these ancient 
[ebrews the revelation of God as Jehovah 
as the crowning glory of their national exist- 
nce. It was a sacred name and the vowel 
ointings were left out in writing it in the 
acient manuscripts, for it was the unpro- 
ounced and lofty name of their protecting 
ord. So long were these vowels omitted from 
1e word that its very pronunciation was lost 
id the word “Jehovah” is made of the con- 
ynants of the original word “Yahweh” and 
e vowels of both E/ and Adonai. 

We gain an understanding of God in all 
jose ways by which He makes Himself known 


rst Presbyterian Church 
-eenville, South Carolina 
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FO JSS 


GOD PRESENTS HIMSELF 


TO US 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. 


unto us. In the Old Testament, He introduces 
Himself through many great souls, thus we 
come to see and know God. In the familiar 
story when the hostess and cook were preparing 
dinner for the group of guests walking on the 
lawn towards the summit of a western hill, the 
servant said to her mistress: “May I run out 
to the hill and show those ladies the wonderful 
sunset?’ The hostess replied with a smile: 
“Don't you suppose they will see it without 
you going out to show it to them?” The ser- 
vant replied: “I do not know; I would not 
have seen it had you not shown it to me.” 
“In some such manner there arte five great 
portraits of God presented in the Old Testa- 
ment, through five great souls, using com- 
pounds of the word Jehovah, each picture pre- 
senting some glorious and much-desired quality 
of our God. We might not see these qualities 
if these inspired men had not shown them to 
us; and I am persuaded that they are the ways 
by which God seeks to present himself to us. 
The first of these men is Abraham and the 
word used is found in Genesis 22:14. It is 
“Jehovah-Jireh” the literal meaning being “God 
will provide.” The story is one of the strang- 
est, but most familiar in the Bible. To test the 
faith of Abraham, God has sent him to the 
top of Mount Moriah to sacrifice his son, Isaac. 
When the patriarch has demonstrated fully his 
willingness to give all that he holds dearest to 
God, the test is completed and a voice stays 
his arm and an animal for sacrifice is found in 
the brush nearby. From this experience, Abra- 
ham calls the place ‘Jehovah-Jireh” a perpetual 
monument to the truth, now firmly fixed upon 
his heart, God will provide. It is a truth we 
need constantly and must always be our first 
introduction to our Lord. God provides for all 
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our needs. If we seek cleansing, God will 
provide. If we need comfort, God will pro- 
vide. If we need strength, God will provide. 
If we need guidance, God will provide. It is 
well to see in the old tale that Abraham took 
a long and hard journey to the top of a hill 
before this truth came into his soul. We do 
not acquire it with less effort on our part. 
There is an area in which we must go forth to 
meet the emergencies of life and in that jour- 
ney we find God, or rather God comes to us 
and brings us an assurance of his adequate 
provision for all our needs. 

The second of these men through whom God 
reveals Himself is Moses, and the word used 
is found in Exodus 17:15. It is “Jehovah- 
Nissi,” the literal meaning of which is ‘God 
is my Banner.’’ In Egypt victories were marked 
by the erection of those tall monoliths we call 
obelisks; in Rome victories were celebrated by 
the construction of Triumphant arches com- 
memorating the conqueror; but in Israel in 
the hour of victory the banner was flung to the 
breeze. We have kept this custom alive through 
all the centuries and we bring forth our flags 
for a joyful celebration of a victory. In the 
Old Testament incident, the battle is fierce be- 
tween the armies of Israel and the armies of 
the Amalekites. Aaron and Hur upheld the 
hands of Moses and the enemy was defeated. 
Then on the hour and at the place of victory 
was erected an altar, appropriately named 
“Jehovah-Nissi.”’ “God is our Banner.” “God 
giveth the victory!’ For every victory in every 
sphere of living, we owe a debt of gratitude to 
God. For the victory which comes to the 
army facing a supposed impregnable line ot 
defense, God is our banner. He giveth vic- 
tory. For the victory which comes to the soul, 
struggling hard, long and often over some 
form of sin that weakens the body, debases 
the mind, and stains the soul, God is our ban- 
net. He giveth victory. When we want victory 
over evil for our soul or for the soul of the 
world, it is God to whom we turn in prayer. 
When we achieve victory either as an indi- 
vidual or as a nation, it is God to whom we 
bow in humble, earnest gratitude. 

The third of these men is Gideon, and the 
word used is found in Judges 6:24. It is 
“Jehovah-Shalom,” the literal meaning of 
which is ‘God Brings Peace.” In a very drear 
period of Israel's history, God revealed himself 
unto Gideon, who was threshing wheat by the 
winepress to hide the grain from the Midian- 
ites, who confiscated all the visible foodstuffs 
for their own use, as have done the conquerors 
in our generation. After a conversation which 
revealed the purpose of God to this man, 
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-of these passages the word comes in connecti 


chosen as a deliverer and which set forth t 
task to which God called him, it dawns up 
Gideon that he is in dire trouble because h 
has looked upon the face of an angel of God: 
The angel speaks to restore his confidence, and 
at the place where this vision of truth, of duty 
and of assurance came, Gideon builds an on 
which he names “Jehovah-Shalom.” God 
brings peace. It is his contribution to th 
exquisite lines of love and beauty seen in this 
self-revealing portrait of our Lord. The only 
peace which can endure is the peace which 
comes to men’s hearts and to nations as tht 
gift of God. The only peace which can evel 
be a satisfying answer to the prayers we make 


out of our agony and suffering is the rng 


| 
| 


which flows into the world as it is brought in 
harmony with the thought and purpose ani 
plan of God. Nothing else is big enough to 
guarantee peace. No one save God is adequate 
to indicate the real meaning of peace. Peace 
comes from God; from God alone; as men 
come to God do the longings and visions : 
the prophets come to fulfillment. 
The fourth of these men is Jeremiah, and 
the word used is found twice in his prophecy; 
first, in Jeremiah 23:6 and second in Jeremi 
33:16. It is “Jehovah-Tsidkenu,” the liter 
meaning being ‘The Lord Is Righteousness. 
Of unusual significance is the fact that in ea 


with a prophecy concerning the coming 
Christ. In the first instance, emphasis is plac 
upon the True Lord in contrast with the fal 
religious leaders of the nation who smile-u 
sin and walk in paths of lying and deceit. I 
the second instance, the Eternity of the Chri 
is indicated and both truth and eternity are 
forth in the revelation contained herewi 
“Jehovah-Tsidkenu.” The Lord is our Righ 
eousness. The Lord is our Vindicator. In that 
picture of God we have every essential eleme 
embodied in the life, work and atonement 
Christ Jesus our Lord. God vindicates us : 
S 


assuming our place and He who knew no 
becomes sin in our behalf and the Lord laid 
Him the iniquity of us all. We are saved 
the immediate and direct intervention of G 
in our behalf. Thus Christianity is not a rel 
gion which reaches unto heaven to discover 
God, but a religion that descends from heav: 
to discover man. Man never finds God; 
finds man. The wages of sin is death, but tk 
gift of God is eternal life, through Jes 
Christ our Lord. 

The fifth of these men is Ezekiel, anoth 
great prophet.of God in the day when Judal 
lay in ruins and her people captives beside 
Euphrates. The word used is in the final = 


The Eaposit 


edeemed by the Lord and it guarantees the 
§resence of God in the midst of the life of the 
yorld. If you get hard pressed by the duties 
Which press hard around you this coming 
yeek and you feel yourself alone with things, 
fore things and still more things, rememper 
Wehovah-Shammah” God is with you. 
jurden falls upon you with such weight that 
fou stumble and reel, ready to fall, the bigger 
tnd can be slipped upon the shoulders of Him 
who never leaves us, nor forsakes us. If every 
jay seems more trivial than the last day and 
ou find yourself tied to matters trivial and 
pparently meaningless, remember “Jehovah- 
hammah,’’ God is with you. 

Jehovah-Jireh, God will provide. 
Jehovah-Nissi, God brings victory. 
Jehovah-Shalom, God brings peace. 


UR FATHER-A 


After this manner therefore pray ye: 
Our Father who-art in heaven.’’—Matt. 6:9 


AMILIAR things tend to lose their value 
in use. We are accustomed to the Lord’s 
Prayer and use it frequently. It is the 
ost beautiful prayer in any language. Yet we 
ught to return to it with frequency and give 
the study it deserves. 

) ‘After this manner therefore pray ye,” said 
esus. His disciples wanted him to teach them 
pray. He talked a bit about true prayer 
d then taught them what has become known 
the Lord’s Prayer. ‘Our Father who art in 
neaven,’ are the words with which he begins. 
Dur Father—the Father-God of all men. 

Our Christian religion is based upon belief 
a personal God. Our Father was Jesus’ fav- 
rite term for God. Later Jesus said to Philip, 
He who hath seen me, hath seen the Father.’ 
- This subject is vast and its reaches go deep 
nto the scheme of things. In fact all theology, 
I religion, gets its tone and meaning from 
e way God is presented to man. So we are 
onsidering the foundation, the very bedrock 
yf faith and belief when we talk about our 
ather—a personal God. 

In the first place let us give some time and 
lhought to what happens when men worship 
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Jehovah-Tsidkenu, The Lord is our Re- 
deemer. 
* Jehovah-Shammah, The Lord is present. 

Here are five portraits of God, each through 
the eyes of a man who loved Him much and 
to whom God revealed Himself for us. God 
wants us to know Him in each of these ways. 

On my first visit to London, I visited the 
church where hangs that painting of Jesus, 
The Light of the World. It is night. With 
lighted lantern, the Savior stands knocking at 
a door. The old question is always asked: 
“Didn't the artist leave something off? There 
is no latch to the door.” The reply is always 
given: “No, because the door to the human 
heart must be opened from the inside.” Christ 
is eager to enter and when you open to His 
knock, God becomes to us all that the Bible 
reveals Him to be in the lives of those great 
souls who followed Him long ago. 


————— 


PERSONAL GOD 


W. R. SIEGART 


what is, in their minds, not a person. Pure 
materialism is the result. Abstract ideas and 
forces, like goodness and beauty in themselves, 
become prominent. But can any such thing in 
itself become of great importance? We need to 
give this more careful consideration than we 
usually do. 

Before Jesus came to earth to reveal the 
Father in his fullness there were many religions 
among men. While souls here and there pene- 
trated the veil and glimpsed a personal God, 
few were able to discern him. Reason could 
never reach where revelation leads. Renan sums 
it up in these words: “The grand defect of the 
religions of which we speak (pre-Christian) 
was their essential superstitious character. They 
only threw into the world millions of amulets 
and charms.” 

Man’s value as a living soul depends for all 
its meaning upon a belief in God. Consider 
well that when one desires to make cannon 
fodder of men, he first seeks to undermine 
belief in the value of man. Consider also that 
when one desires to enslave man he first under- 
mines belief in the value of man. Just as soon 
as man ceases to believe in a personal God, 
just that soon does he cease to have value. 
Take away the idea of a personal God and man 
reverts to belief in material forces. O Lord 
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Jesus, teach us in meek humility like thine to 
say, in simple trust and faith, “Our Father ! 

Bacon says, “A little philosophy inclineth 
man’s mind to atheism, but depth in philosophy 
bringeth men’s minds about to religion.” Let 
us consider the place of reason in relation to a 
personal God. Too often people say that by 
reason alone men should find God. Now I 
would not, under any circumstances, lower the 
value of reason. But certainly we must recog- 
nize the fact that reason of itself is confined by 
the principles and matter of its own construc- 
tion; it cannot rise higher than itself; it needs 
revelation to make it grow. 

We have been led through many years to 
look for God in the beauty around us. That 
may be good and it may be appealing, but I 
wonder if it is enough. Sentiments like this 
of Edwin Markham seem to fascinate many of 
us: 


I made a pilgrimage to find the God: 
I listened to his voice at holy tombs, 
Searched for the print of his immortal feet 
In dust of broken altars: Yet turned back 
With empty heart. But on the homeward 
toad 
A great light came upon me, and I heard 
The God’s voice singing in a nestling lark; 
Felt his sweet wonder in a swaying rose; 
Received his blessing from a wayside well; 
Looked on his beauty in a lover's face; 
Saw his bright hand send signals from 
the suns. 


I say, such sentiment enhances us; but I won- 
der if it is enough to bring peace to the soul 
of man. 


In his Saul, Browning wrote this: 
And God is seen God 
In the star, in the stone, in the flesh, 
In the soul and in the clod. 


But I come to you with this appeal: Is God 
in the lark’s song, is God in the star, is God 
in the signals of the suns enough to lift man 
above the sordid things of life into the sunlight 
of love and true life? Can you enjoy the fel- 
lowship of another through signals, through 
foot prints, through trails of glory? Ah, no. 
There is more than that. There is life itself; 
there is personal relationship; there is the 
union of soul with soul and spirit with spirit 
that can only come through a personal God 

And it is this fact of life that we must reach 
and touch. Not matter, not reason, not the 
glories alone of God, but the living God him- 
self. A Frenchman wrote in his intimate jour- 
nal these words: “If you have candles you 
might do without the sun. But you will not 
have such splendid light. If you have ethics 
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you might do without religion. But you will 
not be so happy in virtue. For the rest, just as 
there would be no light and no fire on ea 
without religion. And we may behold the 
manifestations of God with all the wonder and } 
awe possible, but until we come into the} 
presence of a personal God we have not found 
the true light that lighteth the soul of every 
man coming into the world. 

Before men turn against each other the 
turn against God; before men lose their value 
God is forgot. Religion without understanding 
becomes superstition, but science without re 
ligion becomes destructive. It is a tragedy te 
see a man lose his moral sense amid a worship 
of things and thus deny himself the presence 
of God. 

A personal God is the foundation of all our 
Christian life, liberty and happiness. It is life 
we want; it is being we desire. We have it 
on the testimony of the greatest book eve 
written, the Holy Bible, written by men in 
spired by the Holy Spirit. But back of the 
consummation of the Bible was a life—the life 
of the greatest to walk the earth, the Son of 
Man Himself. 


That delicate forest flower, 

With scented breath and look so like a 
smile, 

Seems, as it issues from the shapeless 
mould, 

An emanation of the indwelling life, 

A visible token of the upholding love, 

That are the soul of this great universe. 

—BrYANT 


Yes, it is the love of God the Father, the 
love of Jesus our Lord, that is the strength 
and life of man. In meek humility pray, “O 
Father!” 

It is this that we need to recapture the sense 
of a personal God, living, moving, loving and 
kind. And when we have it, we shall have 
anew the life of nobleness and sweetness which 
is God himself. A modern poet asks: 


“Is it a dream—and nothing more—this 
faith 
That nerves our brains to thought—our 
hands to work 
For that great day when wars shall cease, 
and men 
Shall live as brothers in a unity 
Of love—live in a world made splendid? 
Is it a dream—this faith of ours—that 


pleads 

And pulses in our hearts—and bids us 
look, * 

Through mists of tears and time, to that 
great day 4 : 


The Ea'positor 


When wars shall cease upon the earth, 
and men 

As brothers bound by love of man and 
God, : 

Shall build a world as gloriously fair 

As sunset skies, or mountains when they 
catch 

The farewell kiss of evening on their 
heights ?”” 


OXENHAM 


Is it a dream, this sense of a personal God? 
- Jesus a dream? Is the love of Christ a 


Behold, I set before you the way of life.’— 
fT. 21:8 


HEN the Children of Israel were estab- 
lished in the Promised Land, provision 
was made for six Cities of Refuge, three 
n either side of the Jordan and easily acces- 
ble to those living in different sections of 
e land. In these cities the Israelite who had 
ain a man in passion, or by accident, could 
nd asylum and protection from the avenger 
f blood. The roads leading to these six Cities 
f Refuge were kept in constant repair, so 
at nothing could obstruct the flight of him 
ho was fleeing from the avenger of blood. 
t the cross roads there were signs pointing 
€ way to the man whose life was in jeopardy. 
There is the way that leads to happiness and 
ernal life. That way is made plain in the 
riptures and in the Gospel. It. is the duty 
d the high privilege of the Church and the 
inister to make that way clear and plain to 
ankind, so that all who will can take the 
fay of Life. There is a Way of Life and 
here is a Way of Death. The prophet was 
irected here in the name of God to set before 
ne people of Jerusalem a Way of Life and a 
ay of Death. That is what the Gospel does; 
sets before you the Way of Life. If you are 
ready on that Way, then you will delight to 
ear it spoken of and described. Indeed, to de- 
ite to hear it spoken of is a proof that you are 
nm the Way. It was said of Charles G. Finney, 
e great evangelist of the last century, power- 
ul preacher and the founder of Oberlin Col- 
ege, that in his old age he would appear oc- 
asionally at the college church or at some 
eeting in the chapel. The fires of his life 


ittsburgh, Pa. 


‘anuary, 1945 


dream? Is the greatness of life a dream? 
Ah no, we know it is not. We know that life 
in all its fullness is not. We know that Jesus 
is not a dream. 

We know that God is real, a person with 
whom we have fellowship day by day. With 
simple faith and humble meekness we turn our 
faces upward to pray as Jesus taught us: ‘Our 
Father who art in heaven. We are thy chil- 
dren. Keep us in thy love and fellowship 
eternally. May we always do thy will and fol- 
low thy way of eternal life.” 


—_—— 


THE WAY OF LIFE 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY, D.D. 


had sunk and the great faculties of his won- 
derful intellect were in eclipse. Much that the 
preachers or the speakers spoke of he was not 
able to follow; but whenever the speaker or 
the preacher began to tell of the redeeming 
love of God in Christ, the look of comprehen- 
sion and understanding would come into the 
old man’s face. His head would lift and his 
eye began to shine with its pristine fire. So it 
is that those who know and love the way of 
life and are on it rejoice to hear it spoken of. 

If one is not on the way of life, then an 
account of, a description of, an invitation to, 
the Way of Life, is by all odds the most 
important thing that the ear can hear or the 
mind can understand in this our earthly life. 


I. The Way of Repentance and Faith 


The Way of Life is a way of Repentance and 
Faith. Only those who truly repent have taken 
the Way of Life. The call of the Gospel and 
of Christ is ever that—''Repent, for the King- 
dom of God is at hand.’ What do men re- 
pent of ? No one ever repented of good deeds, 
of kindness, of patience, of resistance to evil. 
What men repent of is sin. “This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief.” 

What is sin? ‘Sin is any want of con- 
formity unto, or transgression of the law of 
God.” It is not merely the breaking of human 
laws or conventions, but the breaking of divine 
law. It is that state of heart and condition of 
life which is contrary to the mind of God, a 
condition which the Scriptures declare is uni- 
versal. All men have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God. It is from sin, then, 
that we repent. 
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What does repentance involve? It involves 
confession of our sin and the acknowledgment 
of the penalty which God has declared upoa 
sin. We see that in the case of that Lost Son 
who had left his father’s home and gone into 
the far country. When he came to himself and 
repented, he acknowledged his sin. He said, “I 
have sinned.” He also acknowledged the right- 
eousness of the penalty upon his sin, that he 
deserved to be excluded from his father’s fam- 
ily and be deprived forever of his sonship; 
for he said, ‘I am no more worthy to be called 
thy son.”” We see those two elements of repent- 
ance also in the case of the Penitent Thief. 
He confessed his evil deeds and acknowledged 
that the hard death he was dying on the Cross 
was a just penalty upon his sin. When he 
rebuked his fellow thief he said, “Dost thou 
not fear God, seeing thou art in the same con- 
demnation? And we indeed justly, for we 
receive the due reward of our deeds; but this 
man hath done nothing amiss.” Hence it 1s 
that only the humble in heart will ever take 
the Way of Life. 

Another element in repentance is faith in 
God, faith in Christ. ‘Faith’ is used some- 
times generally in the Bible, such as faith that 
the earth did not create itself, but that God 
made it; faith in the destiny of mankind; and 
faith in the future life. But in the particular 
and special and definite sense, when the New 
Testament speaks of faith and how a man is 
saved by faith, it means reliance upon what 
Christ did for sinners on the Cross. And what 
did He do on the Cross? In His perfect 
human and yet sinless nature and in His D1- 
vine human personality, He bore our sins on 
the Cross. He represented you and me before 
the justice of God. He took upon Himself the 
penalty that was due us for our sins, although 
sinless Himself and thus satisfied the righeous- 
ness of God. He died the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God. In His pierced 
hands as He hangs for us on the Cross, He 
holds the pardon for each one of us. It is 
with the hand of my faith in Christ that I 
reach up and take that pardon. So it is that I 
come to God and am accepted as righteous in 
His sight. That is what Christ meant when He 
said, “I am the Way.” 

This, then, is one of the great facts about 
the Way of Life. It is the way of repentance 
and of faith. 


Il, The Way of Life Is the Hard Way 


A second thing about the Way of Life is 
_ self-denial and perseverance unto the end. This 
is an age when we boast of how labor has been 
made easy. The lot of the farmer has been 
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made easier by the rural free delivery, the 
telephone, the radio, and good roads. The ] : 
of the housewife, by labor-saving devices of 
the kitchen. The lot of Labor, by machine : 
and shorter hours. And in this change of 
man’s lot, if it be not carried too far, we al 
rejoice. 

But there is one exception to this record o 
things made easy and that one exception is the 
Christian faith. There are many, indeed, who 
seek to make it easy; but the Way of Life 1 
still hard. This is what our Saviour said of 
the subject: “Enter ye in at the strait gate 
for wide is the gate and broad is the way th 
leadeth to destruction and many there be which 
go in thereat; because strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life and 
few there be that find it.” 

In these words of Jesus we have a series of 
four contrasts. 1. The two gates: one wide 
to admit a great company, the other narrow, t0 
take only one at a time. 2. The two ways 
one broad, easy and well travelled; the oth 
narrow, rugged and steep. 3. Those who trav 
these two ways: a great crowd on the broad 
way; comparatively few on the narrow way) 
4. Two destinations: one way leading to 7 


struction, the other way to life eternal. 

That is what Jesus said about the Way 
Life; and in this connection, He warned men 
against being influenced by two consideration 


‘1. The teachings of false teachers, the essen 


of whose false teaching is in this, that it mak 
the way of life easy. It makes it easy for God 
for it dispenses with the ‘‘offense of the Cross,” 
and it makes it easy for man, requiring 7 
faith and little obedience. Then 2. Jesus 
warned men against being deceived about thé 
popularity of the broad way; for He said th 

many, the majority, take that way; where 

few take the narrow way. : 

From much that we see about us in the worl 
today, we would conclude that Christ . 
altered the conditions of eternal life and that 
He has revised those sayings of His about th 
two ways and the two gates and the two co 
panies and the two destinations. Men are tol 
to be righteous, but not overmuch; to ha 
some faith, but not to trouble themselves abo 
such profound mysteries as the Trinity, th 
Incarnation, the Atonement, the Resurrectio 
the Ascension into Heaven and the Comin 
again in Glory. All along the line the way is 
to be made easy. Get rid of the old restrain 
and taboos. 

But for all this we find no warrant in t 
Scriptures, or in the teachings of Jesus. Christ 
still points to the Narrow Way, and still say 

If anyone will come after me and be my ds 


The ren 


ple, let him take up his cross and follow 
e.’ Nathaniel Hawthorne once wrote a 
plendid description of the religion of the day, 
ne religion which tries to make the hard way 
sy. In his dream he found himself, like 
junyan’s pilgrim, in the City of Destruction, 
Ind desired to leave it and start for the City 
Life. But having learned that a railroad 
lad been constructed which no longer made it 
ecessary to go on foot, he bought a ticket and 
joarded the train. When they reached the 
ill Difficulty, he was surprised to see that a 
nnel had been cut through the middle of 
, So that it was no longer necessary to climb 
e hill. The earth excavated from the tun- 
el had been used to fill up the Valley of 
lumiliation, thus obviating the necessity of a 
escent into that unwholesome bog. And as 
t the Valley of Shadow of Death, it was 
ow lighted with gas lamps. In Vanity Fair 
e found that the pilgrims, instead of being 
elted with stones and shut up in prison, were 
erywhere welcome, and for a piece of script 
led conscience could buy anything on the 
arket. At length, after passing through the 
Yelectable Mountains and the land of Beulah, 
e train drew up with a hideous clangor at 
e ferry across from the Celestial City. He 
ok his baggage and boarded the ferry, and 
s he did so, he saw across the river some 
f the Shining Ones, who had come down to 
e river’s bank to greet two pilgrims who had 
me on foot and had forded the swollen 
team. He turned to look for his companion, 
. Smooth-It-Away; but he was standing on 
e shore, and called to him saying that he was 
oing no further. Then with a shiver he 
woke, And lo, it was a dream! The easy 


ay had a bad ending. 


Ill. The Way of Life Leads to Life 
Everlasting. 

‘Someone has spoken of the lost sense of the 
wo possible destinies of human life; what 
christ spoke of, the Way that leads to life 
d the way that leads to destruction. 

The Way of Life may seen, at first, a hard 
d a narrow way, but at the end it broadens 
nd widens out immeasurably as it brings the 
oul to the City of Life. That was a profound 
aying of the Apostle Paul, one of his famous 
aithful Sayings, as he calls them: “This ts 
faithful saying, that godliness is profitable 
or-all things, having the promise of the life 
which now is and of that which is to come.” 
ow true that is! The Godly man gets the 
nost out of this life. To take the Way of 
life and lead the godly life does not mean 
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giving up happiness, but securing the highest 
happiness, instead of being deceived by fading 
joys. Christ spoke about the rewards of a 
righteous man. Those rewards are not only 
future, but present. Among them is the re- 
ward of a good conscience. A man might gain 
all success in life, be decorated with honors, 
be surrounded with admiring friends; and yet, 
if his own conscience attack him his lot is 
pitiable indeed. Another reward of the righte- 
ous man 1s a good influence. At the head of 
the holy procession of mankind walks the good 
man. When godliness, righteous character, 
lifts up its voice, all other voices, the voices 
of learning, eloquence, wit, beauty, intellect 
are silent. 

The godly life has also ‘‘the promise ‘of the 
life to come.”” How dark life is when you see 
it ending with no skyline, no hope for tomor- 
row. Dying at Weimar, the German poet, 
Goethe, exclaimed with his last words, “More 
light!" Whatever he meant by that, from day 
to day more light, and at length the brightness 
of the Everlasting Light at the end is the lot 
of him who takes the Way of Life; for ‘‘the 
path of the just is as a shining light that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 

Such, then, is the Way of Life. It is the 
Way of repentance and faith, the Way of self- 
denial and striving, the Way that leads to eter- 
nal blessedness. Are you on that Way? If 
so, thank God and stay on it. Keep yourself 
in the love of God. If you are on the Way, 
but on the edge of the Way, far off on the 
side of the road, and almost off it; if you are 
beginning to play with doubts about the truth 
of the Bible, about whether the Cross of Christ 
is the only way of salvation, then beware. It 
is easy to get off the Way, but hard to get 
back on it. And remember that what is in- 
volved is not a set of opinions, but the destiny 
of an immortal soul. 

If you are not on the Way, then in the Name 
of Him Who by His perfect love and His di- 
vine power and His infinite suffering on the 
Cross built that Way for you, I invite you now, 
and plead with you now, to take the Way of 
Life. It can be taken now, immediately! And 
that choice and decision, solemnly and earnest- 
ly made at this moment, and irrevocably made, 
can bless your soul forever and ever. 


The fear of God is the beginning of conversion. 


The hardened one thief and converted 


another. 


Cross 


The story of the penitent thief is forgiveness at 
work. 
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PHILIP THE EVANGELIST : 


WILLIAM CROWE, D.D. 


And we entered into the house of Philip, the 
Evangelist.” —Acts 21:8. 


\X 7 HAT makes any man willing to go out 
as a witness for God? A man’s life 
work is determined by any one of many 

things, or by a combination of circumstances. 
A son follows his father in the practice of 
law or medicine. Another son inherits a busi- 
ness from his father in the form of a stock of 
goods. Another young man is enticed into 
some department of engineering, because of 
the rising demand for those who can apply 
the findings of science in practical ways. Thus 
we have one contributing cause and another 
operating in a young man’s mind. 

But what made an evangelist of Philip? it 
was a conviction, the same conviction as that 
which sent Simon Peter to prison, and sent 
John the Baptist to the wilderness, and sent 
Daniel to the lion’s den. It is that conviction 
which makes a useful advocate for Christ out 
of a man, whether he be a preacher or a lay- 
man; whether he be old or young, educated 
or uneducated, rich or poor, white or black, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free. On the 
other hand, let us enter a memorandum that 
unless a man has that conviction, he is utterly 
useless in the commonwealth of God, what- 
ever his outward circumstances may be. 

Whenever a man arrives at the deliberate 
conclusion that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son 
of God, the only Redeemer of the souls of 
men, the only hope for this prodigal world, 
he is well on the way to being an evangelist, 
though he may not be called one. Moreover, 
when that man, prompted by that deliberate 
conclusion discovers that he should make some 
contribution toward acquainting his fellowmen 
with the stupendous fact of the deity of Jesus 
Christ then that man will be an evangelist, 
and it makes little difference whether he is a 
deacon or a bishop, or a janitor. 


The Touchstone of the Church 

Christ is the Son of God! Every man either 
believes that or does not believe it. If he does 
not believe it, he will begin to tinker with the 
record that declares Christ to be the Son of 
God,. and he will bury the Son of God in a 
sepulcher of misunderstanding so deep that 
neither saint nor angels will ever see Him in 
the glory of His risen life. 

Do you suppose that Stephen had any doubt 
about the power of the resurrection through 
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Christ? If he had, his face would never hay 
glowed with a light from above the rainbow 
Throne. Do you suppose that Paul doubt 
the power of the Christ to smash the - 
of death? If he had, he never would ha 
sighed: ‘That I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection.” Do you suppose 
that Philip ever had the slightest doubt abo 
the miraculous birth of the mystery Child 
Bethlehem? If he had had, he would never 
have been Philip the Evangelist. : 
If we as ministers and laymen today ca 
wait upon God, to rekindle the fires within 
our souls, we will not have come in vain. We 
have a Book, the revelation of God. It #& 
the only revelation that we have from God. 
It is complete. If we approach that Book im 
the truly scientific spirit, we will take it at its 
face value. The prime business of that Book 
by its lifting the veil from the Fact of the 
God of creation, by its record of the covenant 
of the unforgetting Jehovah with the sons of 
men, by its tables of vital statistics, by its 
complete outline of the history of the Hebrew 
people, by the voices of prophets of flaming 


-zeal, by the songs of the redeemed in theif 


return to Zion, by its Gospel story, by the logi 
of mighty apostles, by its glimpses into 
beyond where saints and seraphim join i 
everlasting praises to the Lamb that w 
slain—the prime business of that Book, 
say, is to introduce you and me to Him w 
was in the beginning with God, and to advist 
us that to us He has given power to beco 
the sons of God. The denial of the authori 
of any part of that Book is a tacit denial of 
the deity of that Son. 

Philip was stirred by an overwhelming con 
viction of the divine Sonship of Jesus Christ; 
a Sonship that was unique, and that was r 
vealed to us for our salvation. The sccretll 
out. We know now why he went out as 4 
messenger for God. Every man, be he preach: 
er ot layman, if he undertakes by gift 
speech or gift of money to set forward 
interests of the Kingdom of Christ, must pos- 
sess the motive of Philip. Otherwise he will 
hear some such word as this: ‘Thy money 
perish with thee... Thou hast neither p 
nor lot in this matter; for thy heart is n 
right in the sight of God.” ; 

Philip understood the method by which the 
world is to be taken for Christ. He knew 
that there is no substitute for a consecrate 
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te. He was a business man and a deacon in 
ne Church. As a deacon it was within the 
quirements of his office to handle the money 
f the people. But he knew that the bring- 
ig in of the Kingdom would never be ac- 
bmplished by the mere gift of money. The 
vers must first give themselves unto the Lord. 
jor that reason he went out. He knew not 
jhere he was to go. But he must go, if the 
Fople were to catch the meaning of what 
as in his mind. There is no substitute for 
fe. Every true believer must give his life, 
dus his substance. Until he does that, his 
fering is of little avail. The benevolence 
hidget will never solve the big problem of the 
utch. Stewardship of possessions sounds 
fell in these days when we are the victims 
f business philosophy, but until there is 
ewardship of life plus possessions, the chariot 
heels of the army of God will drag. ‘To 
hat purpose is the multitude of sacrifices un- 
Me? saith the Lord; I am full of the 
tnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed 
easts; and I delight not in the blood of 
locks, or of lambs, or of he-goats.”’ 

As we tarry in the house of Philip, in 
pmpany with Paul and Luke and Silas, we 
e blessed in a*refreshment of mind regard- 
1g a primal lesson on Church policy, that is, 
at the Church is not an organization of 
ishops, or preachers, or elders. In the true 
hurch, high authority rests with the people. 
hey are the Church. The recovery of this 
ause in Church government was one of the 
usks of the Reformation of the Sixteenth 
entury. 

But what has this to do with Evangelism? 
uch every way. To the people the Bible is 
iven. When Jesus said, “Ye are the salt 
f the earth,’ He was speaking to the throng 
f believers. They were the keepers of the 
ovenant. Oft times the pew has saved the 
ulpit from error. The pew is more con- 
ervative than the pulpit. Page Jenny Geddes! 
We men in the pulpit are always tempted to 
peculation; and God forbid that the time 
lay ever come when we must confess, as 
reachers, that all we like sheep have gone 
stray. The man in the pew bases his faith 
pon direct experience with God. He goes 
o further than that. He may sometimes ap- 
ear to be a reactionary, even dull and stolid. 
Sut he is an anchor. Trust the people. 
Under a form of government of the people 
nd by the people, evangelism takes first rank 
nthe program of the Church. That body 
ears the Son of God speaking to all the peo- 
le and saying: “‘Go ye into all the world 
nd preach the Gospel to every creature; he 
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that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
And these signs shall tollow thern that believe: 
In My Name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues.” 

I am speaking, therefore, today not to 
coroneted princes, nor to mitered priests, but 
to men who have heard the voice of God, 
every man recognizing an equal responsibility 
before Him whose Name is Jesus; to those 
whose simple faith is more than Norman 
blood. Shall we arise again to the privileges 
that have come to us as a wondrous heritage ? 
If so, we will depart from this sacred place 
reconsecrated to the mission of Philip, the Dea- 
con. 

A very remarkable meeting was that on 
that spring day in the house of the Evangel- 
ist. Philip, the host, was there, and Paul, 
the guest, was there; the persecuted and the 
persecutor. The time had been when Philip, 
like a hunted animal, had fled from the blood- 
stained hand of Saul. Now the lion and the 
lamb are lying down together. Let us sup- 
pose that Paul broached a delicate subject in 
such way as this: 

“Brother Philip, for many years you have 
proclaimed the unsearchable riches of .God 
in Christ Jesus. Before you went out as a 
missioner, you were in business in Jerusalem. 
I remember you there. I am wondering why 
you gave up your business and became an 
evangelist.” 

“Brother Paul,” Philip would say, ‘after my 
conversion to the risen Christ, I was afraid 
of you. You seemed determined to destroy 
our whole community. We could not remain 
as a group, and retain what we had. There- 
fore, we were scattered abroad and went every- 
where preaching the Word. I went down to 
the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto 
them.” 

The most significant sentence in all the 
literature of apostolic propagation of the 
Gospel is this: ‘Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching 
the Word.”” Who were scattered abroad, The 
Apostles? No; the people. The people there- 
fore went everywhere preaching the Word. 

The people must win the world to the 
standards of the Son of God. Believing peo- 
ple must bring the commonwealths repre- 
sented here into the zones of divine grace. We 
laymen cannot pass the responsibility to other 
shoulders. The duty is ours. The glory is 
ours. By our prayers, by our gifts, by our per- 
sonal ministry, we are ‘to demonstrate the 
Bible doctrine of the Church. The people 
are the Church. 
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Why evangelism? Doubtless our friend 
Philip faced this question, as did all the 
others who were scattered abroad upon the 
persecution of Saul. If you are going to per- 
suade all believers to set their hearts upon 
this one great call of the Lord, you must 
prove to them that it is worth while. Is it? 
Why should any man feel that there is a re- 
sponsibility upon him personally to bring 
others into the fold of Christ, whether it be 
by so-called personal work, or by preaching, 
ot by giving one’s last dollar for the pur- 
pose of sending the message to an unbelieving 
world ? 

Why Evangelism? 

The usual answer to the question is that 
souls must be redeemed, and that God has 
appointed us to be agents in executing His 
program of redemption. That is the truth, 
but not the whole truth. Let us remember 
that God has interests at stake, as well as 
men. There is a familiar parable that we will 
beg you to consider. It is about a certain man 
who made a great supper and bade many. 


ee 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


The Sheep Book 


Some of us have heard the story of the Wal- 
nut Tree that wanted to grow Tulips. Today 
we have a story about a man who wanted to 
bring the story of Jesus to the people in Asia 
and had almost as hard a time as the Walnut 
Tree. In getting ready for his missionary work, 
before going to Asia, he had studied hard for 
some years, and felt he was fairly able to carry 
the message of Jesus to the people in this far- 
off land. He spent some years after gettting 
there in studying the language and the cus- 
toms of the people whom he longed to teach. 
But, somehow he could not get them to listen 
to his story.. They were not interested. 

One day, so the story goes, a group of high- 
land shepherds had been called together by the 
missionary to listen to the story of Jesus. These 
quaint, rugged men were seated around a log 
fire on a chilly night, under a rude shelter in 
the mountains. The missionary greeted them 
one by one, and then began reading from the 
Bible,—a book written in the language spoken 
by the shepherds, because they knew no other. 
He started by reading the story of Jesus 
passing through Jericho, and his visit with a 
man named Zaccheus. (Luke 10:1-10.) But 
the shepherds were not interested, they were 
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All his friends and neighbors were invited, 
But they all with one consent began to make 
excuse. One had one reason for non-attend. 
ance, another had another reason. Afte: this 
general refusal, the master of the house co n- 
manded that all the beggars and outcasts 
the community be brought in. When it was 
reported to him that there was yet room, Ue 
order went out that the highways and hedges 
must be searched and by compulsion guests 
for the supper must be secured. Upon the 
issuance of the final order the master of the 
house gave the reason for the action: “That 
my house may be full.” 

Therein we have a hint as to the purpose 
of the propagation of the Gospel. Philip 
Paul and Simon Peter; Saint Patrick and 
Wycliffe and Ridley and Latimer; Jonathan 
Edwards and Finney and McCheyne and 
Moody; all the great missioners in all tim 
have based their endeavors upon the idea ¢ 
the hospitality of God, “That My house maj 
be full.”—Pwblished in part in Christian OF 
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not listening. So, the missionary turned to the 
story of Jesus, in the Gospel of John, chapte 
10, and started to read, “Verily, verily, I sa 
unto you, He that entereth not by the door 
into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some othé 
way, the same is a thief and a robber.” 

One of the shepherds jumped to his feet 
his face eager with light, as he motioned for 
the Missionary to stop reading. He cried, “OR, 
sir, is that the Gospel? Jesus, He was a sheep 
man?” “Yes,” said the Missionary, “‘this is th 
Gospel I have wanted to tell you about. Jesus 
is a shepherd, He knows and loves His sheep 
just like you do.” There was a chorus of ap 
provals from the audience of shepherds, theif 
faces happy with pleasure and trust, as ome 
said, “We didn’t know it was a sheep book 
Now we listen, because we know a shephere 
understands,” : 

“Yes,”’ said the Missionary, “Jesus is a shef 
herd, and he understands us.” ; 


The Mine School 


Today we have a story about our own gre 
west. A mining company built houses for the 
miners and their families, and then built ¢ 


good school building for the children to al 
tend. 
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After a time, a Rancher, living some dis- 
tance away, came to the mining camp with his 
five children to attend the school. It was ex- 
plained to him that the school was for the 
children of the miners, in that particular camp, 
and that his children could not attend school 
there. The Rancher explained that there was 
no good school near enough for his children 
to attend, and he offered to pay well if they 
could attend school in the mining camp. The 
answer was “No,” because the school was not 
large enough to take in all the children who 
would want to come, and if they took some in, 
they would have to take all. 

The Rancher took his children home again, 
but the next day he was back. He offered to 
give up his ranching, and become a miner, if 
his children could go to the miners’ school. 
The mining company accepted him, and his 
children entered school. Of course, the 
Rancher, who loved the out-of-doors, the hill- 
sides, mountains, and sunshine, felt his loss 
as he went into the mine,—but he gained what 
he wanted for his children. He loved them 
enough to give up what he loved most. 

The Christmas story of Jesus coming down 
to earth, because He wanted to teach us about 
God, is the story of our Father in Heaven, 
loving us enough to come down among men 
of every kind, fishermen, farmers, traders, 
teachers, preachers, shepherds, so all may learn 
the one thing really necessary for us to know, 
that is HOW we should live, in order to carry 
out God’s will. The story of Jesus is told in 
the Bible, how He came down to earth, why 
He came, what He did while He lived as a 
man on earth—all this makes up the most won- 
derful story there is. It is wonderful, because 
it concerns you, everyone, and me. It is the 
story that tells how every good thing that has 
come to any of us was started—through God's 
love, love so great that He left His home in 
Heaven, and came to this earth as a man to 
teach us. In the next three months we shall 
learn about many of the things He taught us, 
what people did about it, and how He finally 
gave up His body, and continued to live in the 
hearts of those who believed in Him, and do 
what He taught them to do. 


What More Do We Want? 


This story was told many years ago by 
Bishop Frank Warne, a former missionary to 
India. Frank Warne grew up on a farm in 
western Canada, the son of ‘a former mission- 
ary in Canada and in India. 

Mr. Warne went fo India to tell the story 
of Jesus, and why He came to this earth. He 
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-believe is that God is our Father, that He loves 


had learned that the people of India keep their 
religions alive by telling the story to those who} 
will listen, and then retell it to others. So h 
decided to teach about Jesus in the same mane 
ner, by telling it to as many as would liste 
and these would retell it to still others. 
To us the story of Jesus is an old familia 
story, and many’of us do not listen when it 
being told, we think about other things, and 
this wonderful story has no meaning for us an 
more. Not so with the people who have neve 
heard the story. They long for the comfort 
and hope the story of the love of Jesus, W: 
came to tell about the Father, brings to them 
They listen eagerly and they believe it, cherish 
it, and retell it to others who want to hear i 
One old woman who had come to hear th 
story listened with wonder and delight as the 
story of God’s love for her was told to hem. 
The prayer that Jesus prayed,—we call it t 
Lord’s prayer, and most of us have known 
from childhood on—was recited to her. Wit 
her face lighted with joy, she prayed y 
Father . . .” to the Christian God. The teacher 
tried to get her to learn the whole prayer, but 
the old woman was not interested, and wou 
not listen. Finally, when she was asked 
learn the prayer, she said, “I pray, My Fathe 
who love me. What more do I want?” 
She was right! All we need to know 


us and will direct our ways, if we let Him d@ 
so. If we believe in Him, and do what Ht 
directs us to do; all else will come out as Jesus 
told us it would. Jesus came to this earth t 
tell us about God the Father and His love fo 
those whe believe in Him. His followers, 
whom we call His Apostles, continued to tell 
the story about Jesus, and what He taught 
them, and the hearers told others. Finally 
many of these stories were written down for us 
and put in book form, and we call this the New 
Testament in our Bible. 


PSALM OF NIGHT 


Because Thou hast made the night 

Out of peace and quiet beauty, 

And hung it with the blue of darkness 

That the earth might rest, 

And that the body also might be rested, 

I will rejoice. 

And because Thou hast set the stars 

And the moon in front of the darkness, 

That my soul might have light, 

I will be glad. 

I will remember the day that Thou gavest me, 
Thy goodness through the hours that were ligh 
Therefore I will rejoice in the night, i 
For Thou hast been its creator. 


—Jane McKay Lanning. 
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HLLUSTRATIONS 


Wm. J. Hart, DD. 


nding God in Stillness 
mn. 28:16. “Surely the Lord is in this place.” 


Here is what one man writes of a great 
thering: “On November 6, 1934, I attended 
eeting in the Chicago Temple in connection 
th a missionary conference held in that city. 
ere were nearly a thousand ministers pres- 
t. The speaker was Dr. E. Stanley Jones. 
ere was much excitement when he came to 
e platform. People were fidgeting in their 
ats, trying to-get where they could see and 
ar him to the best advantage and tense with 
otion. Before Dr. Jones began to speak he 
ggested that we spend five minutes in silence, 
inking about God. I have never had an 
perience like it. The presence of God seemed 
descend almost visibly upon that vast audi- 
ce. One could have heard a pin drop. Those 
é€ minutes were minutes of vision for us all. 
was an experience I shall never forget.” 
acob found God in a quiet place. Words- 
orth was right when he said, “The world is 
© much with us.” Even if we do live in 
wns and cities, we should have something of 
¢ Psalmist’s experience, ‘Be still and know 
at I am God.” Jacob was sustained all his 
fe by his visions of God. There is an old 
‘overb which runs, ‘““They who live longest 
e most.” It isn’t true. “We see what we 
uve eyes to see.”—Archer Wallace. 


Chaplain Learned 
en. 30:27. “I have learned by experience.’ 


A onetime Army Air Forces chaplain, now 
ick in his pastorate, last week told his parish- 
ners how a year in the Army had changed 
s thinking. Wrote the Rev. Jule Ayers, 33, 
a letter to the 850 members of Wilkes- 
arre, Pa.’s First Presbyterian Church: 
“Having been a chaplain in the Army to 
unit composed of Catholics, Protestants and 
‘ws, I have become more interested in the ties 
hich unite men spiritually than in the influ- 
ces which divide them. Thus, I am deter- 
ined to be known in my community as a 
inister of God first, a Protestant second, and 
Presbyterian third. . I am desirous of 
wing the fullest measure of fellowship attain- 
le with Jews and Catholics... . 
“Because there is always an enthusiastic re- 
jonse to dynamic religion in the Army, I want 
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“Not only a very readable and interesting 
book, but proof of man's need for 
God.’—Boston Advertiser. 


The Book... ; 


For Every Minister to Own 
and Study 


For Churchmen of All Faiths 


For Every Home with a 
Service Flag 


FAITH OF OUR FIGHTERS has been re- 
ceived with enthusiasm in all parts of the 
country. 

“Real, firsthand stories and testimonials of 
battlefield religion which make gripping read- 
ing.’—Tampa Times. 

“We have received many battle-books of this 
war... but the most appreciated one is titled 
‘FAITH OF OUR FIGHTERS’. It is a collec- 
tion of firsthand experiences of the nation’s 
fighting men and their spiritual reactions to 
war.” —Arkansas Democrat. 
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A VITALLY IMPORTANT BOOK 
At Your Bookstore or Postpaid 
$2.00 
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my Church to express a faith and a fellowship 
which is vital and transforming. . . . I shall 
preach more expository sermons than I used 
ORs Alisa 

“In my pastoral calling I shall spend more 
time contacting men. I shall reach them at 
their work. I need them. They need the 
Churcheian. 

“I am going to have a more Bible-centered 
program than I have had previously. I want 
young people to know God through an under- 
standing of the Scriptures. In the Army, when 
I observed Protestants and Catholics engaged 
in discussions on matters of belief, I found 
that the Protestants appeared at a disadvantage. 
Profiting by this fact, I want my Church to 
know why it is Protestant, what are the dis- 
tinctive tenets of the Protestant branch of the 
Christian Church, and how indigenous and 
basic Protestantism is to the genius of the 
Christian faith.’—T7me. 


Have You Seen? 
II King 20:15. “What have they seen?” 


Have you seen a shell pierce through wall to 
wall, 

With the dust so thick and black, 

That you think “Surely, this is the end’’? 

Have you seen your friend bleed to death 

By the tiny, tricky, flying bits of steel? 

Have you seen the wounded left uncared for, 

And the dead unburied on the street? 

Have you stepped into your home, 

To find it looted clean, 

And you have nothing in the world, 

Except what is on your back? 

Have you heard the enemy's victory song 

Sending fear to your despairing heart? 
Have you heard the pounding on your neigh- 
bor’s door, 
And the screams of women in the dead of the 
night, 

As you wonder if it will be your turn next? 

Have you tried to stretch one meal into three, 

Or tried to coax a smile from your child’s 
hungry face? 

If you have not, then you know not, 

Half the suffering, half the sting 

Of this global war. 

—By Sung Kyong-Shien, in World Outlook, 
August, 1944, 


Always God’s Servant 


Prov, 18:24. “A man that hath friends must 
show himself friendly.” 


In an article on “John Wesley's Gift for 
Friendship” Stanley Sowton said: 
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In his old age at his house in City Road, 
John Wesley received a visit from William 
Wilberforce, then a brilliant young member of 
Parliament, beginning his memorable fight for 
the abolition of slavery, which John Wesley, 
years before, had described as “‘that execrable 
sum of all villainies.” 

And there was the Countess of Huntingdon, 
a familiar figure in court circles, who became 
a great supporter of John Wesley and of 
George Whitefield. She often invited Met 
odist preachers to her beautiful home, Doning 
ton Park, and gathered her friends to he 
them preach. 

This led to quite a revival of religion among 
the aristocratic circles in which the counte 
moved, and it is on record that its influence 
reached King George himself. This lady & 
said to have spent £100,000 of her own for- 
tune in founding a college and in building 
chapels. 

As one pen has put it: “Peers, poets, paint 
ers, physicians, philosophers, prisoners; schol 
ars, statesmen, soldiers—’ John Wesley met 
them all. He was always just himself, always 
God’s servant. . 


Just Suppose 

I John 4:7. “Love is of God.” 
I once saw a very striking observation om 

the wall of a small Church. It merely 

marked: “If God loved you as much as ya 

loved Him, where would you be?”—From 

Douglas Woodruff, in The Ladies’ Hons 


Journal. 


“Jesus Christ the Same” 
Heb. 13:8. “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever.” 


He (Dr. James Moffatt) was a lover @ 
Jesus Christ, of whom he was, in words 
would often quote, “lost in wonder, love at 
praise.’” When a friend of mine went to tha 
him for a sermon he had preached on those 
words, he answered, “What else is there t 
preach ?”’ 

_That was Dr. Moffatt's theme, not only of 
his early days, but all his days, “Jesus Christ, 
the Same.’’—British Weekl 9 


Military Officers Shake Carpets 

I Chron, 12:18. “Thine helpers.” 
Mrs. Larkin, cleaning her house in southern 

England after.a robot bomb had dropped, was 


struggling with a large carpet when she noticed 
three men in khaki. She hailed them: “Hi! 
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soldiers, come and help.” The three came, 
ried out the carpet, shook it vigorously, and 
urned it. They were thanked by the old 
y, who remained in blissful ignorance that 
helpers were a general, a colonel and a 
jor, says The London Daily Mail—From 
New York Times, September, 1944. 


oudest Moment of Lord Kitchener 
ov, 20:11. “A. child is known by his do- 
megs.” é 
This story of Lord Kitchener was first told 
Lord Birdwood’s Khaki and Gown. There 
Sa garden party at the Vice-regal Lodge in 
Ja, and as the guests stood talking there 
denly occurred a crash as of falling glass. 
“At this, Lord Birdwood’s little son, Chris- 
pher, at once ran up to Lord Kitchener, seized 
hand, and stood close to him for protection 
a gesture which evidently pleased the great 
dier enormously. A year or two later, when 
ed by his cousin what had been the proudest 
ment of his life, Lord Kitchener replied, 
t with one of the expected references to his 
paigns or career, but with the remark: ‘I 
ee when little Chris ran across and put his 
Nd in mine with such complete confidence’.” 
From “Ezra’ in The Methodist Recorder, 
ndon. — 


ritain’s 5 Years of Darkness Ended 
apt 17 

en. 1:4. “The light... was good.’ 
LONDON, Sept. 6 (AP)—The rigid black- 
tt regulations which plunged Britain into 
tkness five years ago will be relaxed Septem- 
¢ 17, the government announced tonight. 

In addition to turning on the lights again, 
act which probably will be a greater boon to 
orale than anything short of the end of the 
ar itself, joyful Britons will drop many civil- 
a defense duties they undertook in the days 
1en Prime Minister Churchill proclaimed 
¥e’ll fight on the beaches and in the hills.” 
The blackout—the most depressing of all 
itish wartime restrictions—will be relaxed 
most to the vanishing point a week from 
nday. Daytime fire-watching will end and 
ght fireguard duties will cease in all Britain 
cept London and the southern coastal areas, 
d compulsory drills for Britain’s 2,000,000 
ti-invasion home guards will end next Mon- 
y.—Syracuse Post-Standard. 


eid Farm’s Harvest 

(ke 10:2. “The harvest truly 1s great.” 
When Mrs. Emma Reid sold her farm in 
odge County, Wisconsin, the other day, the 
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matter was explained with the mention that 
Mrs. Reid is now 87 and couldn’t be expected 
to do much farming any more. Actually, Mrs. 
Reid had operated the farm by herself since 
1921 when her husband died. What is more, 
she kept about as good a farm-as can be found 
in that rich agricultural region. The land had 
been in the family more than 100 years. 

The original land cost $1.25 an acre under 
the Homestead Act. The deed bears the signa- 
ture of President James K. Polk. It produced 
a university education for Mother Reid’s six 
children. The oldest, John W. Reid, is a 
metallurgist in New Jersey, training in engi- 
neering. Stuart Reid graduated from the Wis- 
consin College of Agriculture. There are four 
daughters, and Mrs. Reid may be the only 
mother in the country who can say each of her 
daughters is a Phi Beta Kappa—Path finder. 


A Brother’s Pleasure 
Eph. 4:32. “Be ye kind one to another.”’ 


I was traveling in eastern Colorado one day 
when I saw a small girl pulling a child’s wagon. 
In it was a boy about four, a pale little fellow 
with a pair of thin useless legs. The girl 
dragged the wagon through the sand to a cor- 
ner of the fence that paralleled the highway 
and the railroad. 


I watched as she backed the wagon close to | 


the fence, climbed upon the wire and anxiously 
scanned the horizon. Questioning her I found 
that the boy had had infantile paralysis recently 
and that his sister, aged six, brought him to 
this place every afternoon to watch the stream- 
liner City of Denver go by. 

Presently we heard the hoarse whistle of the 
train and the little girl flew into action. Jump- 
ing into the back of the wagon she raised the 
helpless boy to a standing position so that he 
could grasp the top rail of the fence. Then, 
kneeling behind him, she lowered her head and 
pressed it against his back while she held to 
the fence in front. The little boy watched the 
train until it disappeared, then he relaxed his 
hold and his sister eased him gently down into 
the wagon. At this point I exclaimed, ‘But, 
darling, you didn’t get to see the train at all!” 
She gave me that look that precocious children 
reserve for adults as she said softly, “I saw it 
before he got sick.’—Carey ]. Downing.— 
Reader's Digest. ) 


General Somervell Speaks Out 
II Kings 9:12. “And thus Spake he,” 


Lieutenant General Brehon Somervell, com- 
mander of the Army Service Forces, used some 
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blunt words in speaking to 1,000 business 
ecutives and industrialists in Chicago, when 
proposed closing up American night cl 
poolrooms, and bowling alleys, and putting 
entertainers and attendants therein to work 
war factories. 

“There are plenty of jobs for them in you 
plants,” he told the business men, “or on 
railroads and steamships that are carrying 
and ammunition to our fighting men. 
put these crooners to work at something 
ful. 

“Our men are dying in Burma and 
jungles of the Southwest Pacific. Theys 
dying in Italy and over the air in Germamy 
There’s too much sorrow among the familie 
of our fighting men to waste. any tears om) 
master of ceremonies out of a soft job. If 
have to close the night clubs, I say let’s clos 
them up.” | 

These are forthright words from an Arm 
man.—Christian Advocate. 


Who Died? 
Heb. 11:13. “These all died.’ 


I've just been told that over 3,000 of au 
American boys died in the first eleven days @ 
the invasion of France. 

Who died? I'll tell you who died. 

Not so many years ago, there was a lit 
boy sleeping in his crib. In the night, 
thundered and lightninged. He woke and crié 
out in fear. His mother came and fixed h 
blankets better and said, “Don’t cry. Nothing 
will ever hurt you.” 


He died. 
* oe * 


There was another boy, a little older. 
came around on a Thursday afternoon. Ye 
could see the marks of the comb in his wet hai 
He was very proud. He had a new canvas bas 
slung over his shoulder. He was in busines 
for himself. He rang your bell and said, “War 
to buy a Post, Mister?” 

He died. 


* * * 


There was another kid with a new bicyde 
When he came past your house he rode no 
hands while he folded the evening paper in: 
block and threw it against your door. 
used to jump when you heard the bang. 
said, “Some day, I’m going to give that kid 
good talking-to.” 

He died. 


* * * 


Then there were two kids. One said to 
other, “T'll do all the talking. I just wan 
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to come along to give me nerve.” They 
e to your door. The one who had prom- 
to do all the talking said, “Would you 
your lawn mowed, Mister ?”’ 

hey died together. They gave each other 


ve. eee 


here was another youngster. Why, it was 
y a year or two ago that he said to his 
her, “Aw, Pa. Johnny Johnson’s father lets 
a drive the car and Johnny’s three months 
nger than Lam.” The father said, “I don't 
e what Johnny Johnson’s father does. You're 
young to drive a car.” 

e died when the plane that he was piloting 
Shed down in flames behind the enemy's 
es. Pa pee 


here was another fellow. He married the 
Lhe had been dating ever since junior high. 
Iks said he was too young to marry. When 
baby came, folks shook their heads and 
d, “Those foolish kids!” The time came for 
to go. He said to his wife, “I don’t want 
go. But I wouldn't feel right if I didn’t. 
1 I’m worried about is how you and the baby 
Il get along on the allotment.’’ She said, 
If get a job. My mother will look after the 
y.” He said, ‘Gee, mothers-in-law are good 
something after all, aren’t they?” 


They all died. The little one who was 
raid of the thunder; the boy who sold you a 
st; who delivered the evening paper; the two 
is who wanted to mow your lawn; the young- 
se who was too young to drive the family 
r; the fellow who was too young to be a hus- 
nd and. a. father. 

They all died. 

And I don’t know how any one of us here 
home can sleep peacefully tonight unless. we 
2 sure in our hearts that we have done our 
rt all the way along the line—bonds, blood, 
d labor.—By Betty Smith, author of "A Tree 
‘ows in Brooklyn,” The New York Times 
Agazine. 


“Bedtime Story” for Fighting Men 


It was midnight at an aerodrome. Some 
enty-six pilots waited for word to take off 
- the night’s operations. There was the 
ial noisy joking. Then a pilot took a book 
ym his pocket and began to read aloud: 
ind, behold, two of them went that same day 
a village called Emmaus, which was from 
usalem, about threescore furlongs. And 
y talked together of all things which had 
ppened. 
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drunkard, no people start concentrating powers 
in government to effect totalitarian control of 
body, mind and soul. The clergy in Germany 
were among those who were sure “it cou'd not 
happen.” 

We hope our concern is ill-founded but 
believe America moves toward pagan state-ism 
at the totalitarian level and that the farther the 
trend advances the more costly and difficult its 
reversal. It were better to be alarmed without 
justification than to be complacent until it is 
too late! That may explain the rapidly grow- 
ing concern among clergy. 

There is a world-wide revolution! It has 
come to America! We cannot and should not 
stop it, but we ought to direct it for conserva- 
tion and increase of spiritual values, social 
emancipation and basic freedoms, freedoms for 
which our men fight and which our President 
has acclaimed vital. Free pulpit, free press, 
free enterprise, free assembly and free speech 
cannot be taken for granted! 

This Crusade is forward looking. It has no 
yen to go back to any “good old days.” It 
champions the American, Christian “‘climate”’ 
in which individuals are sacred. It is antt- 
fascistic, anti-communistic and anti-stateistic. 

If you believe eternal vigilance is not only 
the price of liberty but a patriotic and Christian 
duty, write for our latest tracts and for the 
address of our representative clergymen in your 
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SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 


411 West 5th Street, Los Angeles 13, California 


JAMES W. FIFIELD, JR., D.D., 
Founder and Director 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
411 W. 5th Street, Dept. 1E, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
I am interested in the program and purposes of Spiritual 
Mobilization. Please send me information how I may 
help further this work. I understand there will be no 
financial obligation whatsoever. 


O Layman 


0 Minister 


Page 39 


“And it came to pass, that, while they com- 
muned together and reasoned, Jesus himself 
drew near, and went with them... .” 

Gradually the room stilled. The pilot fin- 
ished, closed the book. ‘‘There’s my ‘bed- 
time story’. If I should come down tonight, 
I should like to feel those thoughts were my 
last.” : 

It happened in Malaya, but the same scene 
often occurs wherever men face battle. That 
is why the chaplain has a Bible ready for every 
man who wants one. 


“We Hate War” 

During the fighting in New Guinea a digger 
was left’ for dead by the side of a trail. Later 
he recovered consciousness and lay there, ex- 
pecting every moment that Japanese soldiers 
would arrive and finish him off. Finally, four 
Japanese did arrive. To his surprise, instead 
of killing him, they lifted him gently and 
carried him to the side of a tract in another 
part of the forest. Before leaving him, one of 
them said, ‘“You will be quite safe here. Some 
of your countrymen will arrive soon and pick 
you up. We are Christians and hate war.” 


They Sing Together 
The Word of God has traveled ahead of the 


chaplains to some of the distant islands in the © 


Southwest Pacific. One soldier stationed in the 
Solomon Islands wrote the Bible Society: ‘“This 
morning I came upon some natives building a 
grass hut. One black boy was perched on top 
of the center support singing the hymn ‘Jesus 
Christ is Risen Today,’ in his own tongue. It 
was at first quite a shock to me. I called up 
to him and he came down from his perch and 
began to sing again. I joined him in English. 
How strange to hear this primitive boy and 
myself singing praises to our God.” 


“We Cry Unto Thee for Help” 

Seventeen sick and wounded, and a crew of 
six, in an’army transport plane, crash-landed on 
a coral reef, the water waist-high in the shat- 
tered cabin. For four days, in thirst, hunger, 
and pain, they waited for a rescue that might 
never come. On the fifth long day of waiting, 
a nineteen-year-old boy, sick with malaria and 
with wounds in his side and back, remem- 
bered it was Sunday. Church services were be- 
ing held back home. There in the lone Pacific, 
they too held service. “O most powerful and 
glorious Lord God,” they prayed, “we cry un- 
to thee for help.” 

Before another Sunday help did come. 
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Foxhole Church Service 


The following is in a letter received fre 
the office of the Chief of Chaplains and is @ 
extract from a soldier’s letter: 

“We go to church in the field, as yo 
know. . .-.. Once. it poured, when _halfwa 
through the services, but no man left. Anothe 
time, in February, at ill-fated Faid Pass, chur 
services were held in another manner. W 
were under artillery fire, and a church assembl 
was out of the question. But, being quite 
determined man, the chaplain solved this f 
sending a message, together with several Teste 
ments to the various foxholes. The messag 
requested us to read several verses in the Teste 
ment, then pass the note and the book on to thi 
next foxhole. This we did, and the result v 
an immediate brightening of our outlook. 
didn’t get to church; the church, that cole 
windy Sunday, came to us. In view of wht 
lay in store for us the next week, I appfe 
ciate now those few verses from the Scriptures 
Incidentally, this chaplain chose to stay on & 
mountain with both our wounded and som 
wounded Germans we had taken. He 
taken prisoner the night we left our mounts 
position and cut our way back to our lit 
through nine miles of enemy-held territoty 
Everyone misses this chaplain, and he was, af 
is, one of the sources of inspiration that led ¢ 2 
regiment through Foundouk and subsequent a 
tions.” 


Seven Fliers Converted by Island 
Natives Whom Missionaries Made 
Christians 


Stanley W. Tefft, 25, an aerial gunner fr 
Toledo, Ohio, disclosed that natives m 
Christians by American missionaries before 
war on a South Pacific island had won se 
converts among Navy fliers who had been s 
down in combat with the Japanese. 

The gunner, who is at the Naval Air 
tion at Alameda, Calif., recuperating ‘; 
wounds, was sure of his facts because he wa 
one of the converts. With two companion: 
Lieut. Edward Peck of Shreveport, La., an 
Radioman Jeff Scott of Garden City, Kansa 
he reached the island on a raft after two an 
a half days at sea. 

For the next eighty-seven days they hid 
the Japanese-occupied island, watched over b 
the natives whose first act was to give the 
Bible. 

“That and our experiences made us Chris 
tians, Tefft said. “Every night they woul 
gather around us and we took turns readin 


H 
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Bible. They sang songs which we knew, 
h as ‘Red River Valley’ and ‘Carry Me Back 
Ole Virginia.’ When we left them they 
re beginning to learn “When Johnny Comes 
arching Home’.”’ 

The other converts were Lieut. Ben H. King 
m Arkansas, pilot, and Ensign Joe Mitchell 

Davidson, Okla., and two members of the 
w of their plane who also found refuge on 

island. 

Their presence was known to the 200 natives, 

fft said, but the Japanese patrols never found 

out. All put out on rafts and were picked 
by Navy planes. 

“The only thing that brought us back was 

ith,” concluded the gunner. ‘‘You can tell 
world that I am now a devout Christian.”’ 


Prayer For the Times 


Almighty God, in deep humility we bow 
r hearts before thee, asking thy divine guid- 
ice in these hours of strain and stress. We 
ek to do thy will, to obey thy laws, to love 
ee and all our fellow men as thy Son, our 
iour, Jesus Christ, taught us to do. 

We pray now for the speedy coming of a 
hteous, permanent peace through a victory 
er all sinister forces and sinful lusts of evil- 
inded men who seek to enslave us and to 
duce all freedom-loving peoples and nations 
serfdom. We pray for a world in which 
[| men may worship God according to the 
ctates of their conscience, and may live in 
mony, and in the beauty of thy holiness 
d righteousness as Christian mea and women. 
Te ask that sin in all our lives be eradicated 
the cleansing power of the redeeming b'ocd 
Jesus. 5 

Grant that in these hours of danger, trial, 
din death, the definite knowledge of thy 
esence may soothe and comfort, heal and 
ve those in pain and anguish, and bring to 
ose whose hearts are burdened and in ter- 
ale agony over the danger to loved ones, or 
eir loss, a calm assurance that in thy care 
id love live all who know thee as Father. 
We offer this prayer in simplicity, in humil- 
r and with gratitude to thee in our hearts 
r countless blessings daily bestowed. Amen. 
y Harry LEE UPPERMAN, President, Baxter 
minary, Baxter, Tenn., im The Christian 
dvocate. 


.e world needs living patriots, not dead heroes. 
Many things conspire to bring about progress. 


‘eat imventions are rarely the product of one 
mind. 


anuary, 1946 


LESSONS BY STANDARD 
are TRUE-TO-THE- BIBLE 


And you can’t do better 
than that for 1945! 


g Standard Graded and. Uni- 
form Sunday School Lessons 
are aS undenominational as 
the Bible itself, without 
“sms”? and without subtrac- 
tions. Choice of thousands of 
successful schools. Closely 
Graded or International Uni- 
form Lessons and story pa- 
pers; all are practical, helpful, 
applicable to everyday life. 

Children’s helps have attractive colors. 
Send for Free Prospectus of Graded; or 
samples of Uniform Lessons and weekly 
papers. Please state which you want and 
mention department. Address Desk Ex. 1 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


Send today 
for our Big New 
j 70th Anniversary Hand- 
book for Sunday School Workers 


Cozm » Over 5000 items 


“CHRISTIAN \} Chock-full of the latest ideas to help you 
Atte thie = =make your school successful. Attendance 
builders, handwork, Bibles, Testaments, vis- 
ual aids, gifts, awards, and the new, popular 
BIBLI-O-GRAPH. Cook’s S. S. ‘helps’ are fur- 
thering the Master’s work in over 1/3 of our 
nation’s Sunday Schools. Mail coupon belowtoday. 
(For Pastors, Supts. and S. S. Workers ONLY). 


Name. 


Address 


im Iam C0 Pastor, 0 Supt., O Teacher, O Worker in 

O Begin., 0 Pri., 0 Jr., O Inter.-Sr. 0 Y.P., O Adult 
Dept(s). Please write Church name and Denomi- 
nation in margin—Clip and mail, 


870-A North Grove Ave., Elgin, Illinois 


DAVID.C. COOK PUBLISHING CO. 


Choir at its Best . . is 
fm Always Well Dressed 


lL Qe 

Le CHOIR ROBES... .carefully tail- 
ored, correct styles, lovely colors, 
beautiful draping materials... 


PULPIT ROBES of distinction. 


CAP AND 
GOWN CO. 


366 Fifth Ave. 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


Page 41 


.. BOOKS.. 


THE LARGER EVANGELISM 
By John R. Mott. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 103 pp. $1.00. 


One of the most encouraging and hopeful signs of 
today is the stress laid upon evangelism by all denomi- 
nations. If the minister is to be equipped in this direc- 
tion, books written sanely and convincingly on the 
subject, are essential. This book, which contains the 
Sam FP. Jones Lectures at Emory University for 1944, is 
such a book. 

The author believes that the evangelizaticn of the 
world in this generation is not a mere dream, but is 
more than ever practicable. That doesn’t mean convert- 
ing every person in the world in one generation. Rather 
does it mean giving everyone an adequate opportunity to 
know Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and Lord. And 
who can speak with more authority on this point than 
John R. Mott, who for half a century has preached th’s 
gospel with extraordinary results in every corner of the 
world? His wide experience has convinced him, contrary 
to popular belief, that this is a time of rising, not de- 
clining, spiritual tide. That we have not taken full 
advantage of this rising spiritual tide is evident to all. 
“How pitiably inadequate,’’ he contends, ‘“‘are the plans of 
the Christians in contrast with the wide areas and 
indescribable depth of human need, and with the all- 
embracing designs of the divine Saviour of men. How 
little the evangelistic programs of our churches rem‘nd 
one of the spacious conceptions and vast proposals of 
Christ.’”” He sums up the challenge to the larger evan- 
gelism by saying, “it is a demand for the larger expo- 
sure of men to the living Christ.” When once this 
exposure takes place, “Christ will then make His own 
impession.’’ 

This stimulating book 
layman alike.—George W. 


is needed by minister 
Wiseman. 


THE GENIUS OF PUBLIC WORSHIP 
By Charles H. Heimsath. Scribners. 204 pp. $2.50. 


From his own experience as pastor and preacher, as 
well as layman and listener, Dr. Heimsath has given 
forth his experience and the sum and substance of many 
years of study. He has great common sense in his 
understanding of what worsh‘p is, how it is achieved, 
what its aims are and wherein it should minister to the 
spirit of man. ‘Too frequently books on this subject are 
written in the vacuum of abstractions and far removed 
“from the madding crowd.’ Not so with this volume. 

Perhaps nowhere in recent literature has such a com- 
pendium of research been made on all forms and vari- 
eties of public worship as is here set forth. This book 
has nobly merited its choice as a Religious Book Club 


selection for October, 1944. After discussing worship as 
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“mystery, ceremony,”’ and “behaviour,’’ Dr. Heimsath 
attempts to take the reader down the avenue of the 
centuries and through the diverse archways of the 


Church universal, and to interpret with objective impar- 
tiality the merits of worship as exemplified in the 
Synagogue, the Greek Orthodox Mass, the Roman Cath- 
olic Mass, the Lutheran Reform, the Presbyterian Pat- 
tern, the Episcopal Ceremonial, and the Free Church 
Tradition. If for no other reason, this book is out- 
standing for its unbiased presentation of the complex 
approach of Christian people to God in publie worship. 
But the author goes on and speaks at length of the 
contribution of the artist, the architect, the musician, 
the use of silence and the application of the Gospel in 
religious and social avenues to meet the needs of child- 
hood, youth, and mature men and women. He brings a 
practical and uplifting touch to the whole realm of 
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religion in life. Everyone concerned with the welfare « 
the Church in today’s and tomorrow’s world will want ft 
read and meditate upon these stimulating pages.—J oh 
W. McKelvey. 


THE CROSS AND THE ETERNAL ORDER 
By Henry W. Clark. Macmillan. 314 pp. $2.50. 

Dr. Clark seeks to enunciate a cosmic view of 
Atonement which will free us from the Scylla of 
fessedly “‘ ‘orthodox’ explanations which make conscien 
restless” and the Charybdis of ‘‘ ‘moral’ explanation 
which seem too facile for a question so great and Ww 
appear to solve the problem by looking at it throug! 
diminishing-glass and then averring that it is not theze 

“Through sin, the process of cosmic development has i 
humanity suffered suspense.” “Humanity has failed 
this by humanity’s own choice. Man has preferred ; 
live as in and for himself thereby flouting the divine in 
tention.” God‘s “problem, seen in the light of that fa 
is to make it possible for humanity to move out 
itself into God so that its life shall henceforth (as ¥ 
from the first intended) find its constant initiative 1 
Him.”’ ’ 

“What must be God’s provision for redeeming a failin 
and fallen world?” The solution of God’s “problem” 
the Christ who “brings the veritable creative life” 
God Himself . . . to the human plane and into the ran 
of man; .. . thus restring humanity’s life-movement 
its originally-appointed Godward track.” 

“Christ felt himself to have brought a life-dynam 
which was to defeat a usurping cosmic force,”” and “th 
dynamic was the very creative power of God in Christ 
“The Cross and Resurrection taken together make f 
life-dynamic in Christ available for all the ages and i 
all the world.”’ “The response to the ‘work’ of Chm 
must be the surrender of man’s personality, an excha 
of personalities with Christ.” 

That, in substance, is Dr. Clark’s thesis and it is Gp 
that merits serious and critical consideration. The boo 
carries the imprint, (to use Professor Dodd’s phrase), 
a wise and deeply devout spirit."" I commend it to 
who take the study of theology seriously.—W. J. Ree 


THE CHRIST OF THE AMERICAN ROAD : 
By E. Stanley Jones. 255 pp. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.0 
Rejecting relativisms, the author of “The Christ « 
the Indian Road" and other helpful books chooses Chri: 
as the absolute in his interpretation of the United . 
of America. The longing for a new order and a long 
for a leader converge in Christ, he affirms. Thus 
has central unity. With such a _ starting point, 
Jones enters upon a searching analysis of life i 
America, all the while bringing its contradictions, or 
itations, as he calls them, into the master Light. 
can this favored nation fulfill its destiny in the w 
The forthright answer of Dr. Jones is that ech 
do so by applying the principles of democracy in 
area of life at home and abroad and by getting hold 
a principle of reconciliation. ‘The Christian faith 
democracy, each true to itself, can be true to 
other.” 

By clear-cut argument and lucid examples this 
and sensitive observer of the American scene, ae 
looked upon his country from the vantage point of Si 
of residence in India and who, during the past 
years, has had an intimate acquaintance with life 
every state of the Union, brings home to the reader : 
vivid sense of what is demanded of America and Ameri 
can Christianity.—Paul R. Kirts. 


GREAT INTERVIEWS OF JESUS. 


By Clarence E. Macartney. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 190 
$1.50. 


One of our children’s hymns has the words; a 
when I read that sweet story of old, when Jesus 


The Eaposit 


re among men, I should like to. have been with Him 
en. Dr. Macartney, in his Great Interviews of Jesus, 
Ips, to. answer that longing. In a series of sermons he 
ooses, a. variety of persons with whom Jesus came into 
ntact and proceeds to relate the incident, its unfolding 
d its outcome. 
Here we see the Master as He deals with people in 
eir troubles and tensions, their perplexities and prob- 
ms, their doubts and fears, their suffering and their 
n,—What He said and did in each case. Such items as 
mptation, repentance, salvation, conscience, curios'ty, 
ndness, pity, forgiveness, mercy, prayer, hope, faith, 
d joy—to pick a few at random—are items that 
cupy Dr. Macartney’s pages as he interprets the great 
rviews of Jesus. The panorama of persons considered 
clude the woman of Samaria at the well of Jacob, the 
rasene demoniac, Zacchaeus, Moses and El'as of the 
ansfiguration incident, the woman “‘taken in her sin,” 
e demoniac boy, Saul of Tarsus, the man born blind, 
e woman of alabaster box story, Pilate, Bartimaeus, 
mon Peter, the thief on the cross, and John of Patmos, 
Harry W. Staver. 


ale ZESTFULLY 
Clovis G. Chappell. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.50. 
When Clovis Chappell writes a book of sermons, it’s 
ways time to read. He adds sharper and clearer lines 
old portraits and releases a stream of spiritual power, 
spiration and practical suggestion in every 
e talks in pictures. 

I once said to C. Wallace Petty that I had read a 
rtain book and it had been disappointing. ‘‘Yes,’’ said 
r. Petty, ‘“‘but the book contained two good illustrations 
1d good illustrations are worth two dollars apiece.” 
Dr. Chappell uses fifteen illustrations in one sermon. 
-you think that’s too many illustrations for one sermon, 
ad the sermon. 

Dr. Chappell does what John Nicholas Booth refers to 
_ his new book, The Quest for Preaching Power, as 


sermon. 


wentieth-century life adjustment preaching.” Says 
poth : “Texts are applied boldly to contemporary 
sues. Because they are eternal truths, they point up a 


odern situation as effectively as they did others in 
atiquity.”” 

A good example of this type of preaching is the 
cond sermon in Dr. Chappell’s book, ‘Easing the 
rain.” 

These sermons are practical, logical, scriptural, spir- 
ual and interest-holding. They carry you and lift you 
, the same time. But why go on talking about a book 
at-you will want to purchase and peruse.—Elwood 
owsey. 


Y QUEST OF A KINGDOM 

y Leslie D. Weatherhead. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00. 
This collection of sermons on the Kingdom of God, 
ost of them written around one of the parables of 
sus, contains the simple, helpful and sincere approach 
hich we have learned to expect from the writings of 
e minister of the City Temple Church of London. Here 
1d there, there is a very worthwhile insight as for 
ample when Dr. Weatherhead compares the Kingdom 
' God to the Kingdom of Music. There are a few 
ustrations which illuminate the truth of the Gospel. 
Imost without exception the parables discussed are 
ven adequate interpretation. 

It would be a mistake, however, to expect too much 
om “In Quest of A Kingdom.” Much of the material 
nds toward triteness—perhaps the author has written 
o-much in too short a time. There can be no doubt, 
would have been more exciting to have heard them 
eached than to read the sermons. Yet a reader will 
1d help here, and Weatherhead admirers will not be 
o disappointed.—Gerald Kennedy. 
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THE WAY OF WORSHIP 
By Scott Francis Brenner. 


index. $2.00. ace 
The author of this splendid book on worship is the 


pastor of St. Paul’s Memorial Church in Reading, Pa., 
a member of the Liturgical Commission of the Evan- 
and Reformed Church, and co-author of two 
books on worship used in _ his denomination. The 
introduction is by John R. Mott. The five chapters, 
“The Way of Worship in the Beginning,” “‘The Way o1 
Worship and the Word,” “The Way of Worship and 
the Sacraments,” “The Way of Worship: Its Externals,” 
and “The Way of Worship: Its Disintegration and Its 
Recovery” constitute a positive and inspiring study in 
Ecumenical Recovery for which the author holds a 
contagious passion. I like his definition of worship: 
“Worship is what happens when a good man becomes 
fully aware of the presence and purpose of God.” 
‘While the history of worship is given in detail, the 
author insists that “sincere worship involves not only 
tradition but also growth. . . . The process of recovery 
(of worship) not only comprehends the past, it also 
grasps the present, and it contemplates the future.” 
The appendix with worship forms, bibliography and 
glossary is most helpful.—Charles Hadden Nabers 


Macmillan. 194 pp. and 


gelical 


WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES 
By Gordon Poteat. Harpers. 185 pp. $2.00. 

This is a book for preachers by a preacher who 
comes from a family of preachers. It is not a series 
of sermons but a storehouse of sermon material and 
suggestions based on First Corinthians. There is a 
wealth of historical background. It is a call to ministers 
to combine topical and Biblical preaching, to attach 
timely sermons to timeless Christian traditions and 
Biblical settings. The preacher who uses modern 
problems only as his starting point rather than the 
Bible will rotate around a limited number of themes 
narrowed still more by his own interests. This is 
not a pump-primer for a topical well that is going 
dry but an appeal to sink a new shaft into an unfailing 
supply. It is not a reading into the Bible but reading 
out of it. 

Through nine chapters the author proceeds to show 
how this can be done drawing on I Corinthians only, 
giving title, text, and preaching material. 
he suggests in one place the topic 
plex,”’ with the text I Cor. 1:31, “Let him that 
boasteth boast in the Lord,” and there follows three 
full pages of timely historical and practical suggestions. 
Such a return to Biblical preaching does not involve 
overlooking or neglect of contemporary problems but 
rather it involves dealing with them in the light of 
the eternal truth of God’s message.—Charles F. Banning. 


For example, 
“Superiority Com- 


THE CHURCH LOOKS FORWARD 
By William Temple. Macmillan. 193 pp. $2.00. 

The sudden and altogether unexpected death of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury shocked the Christian world. 
It had been looking to Dr. Temple for leadership in the 
hard and difficult days ahead when the world must be 
rebuilt. The quality of that leadership, now lost to us, 
is clearly evidenced in this small volume of addresses 
and sermons delivered during the first eighteen months 
of his occupancy of the See of Canterbury. 

The first address delivered at his enthronement deals 
with the “Christian fellowship which now extends into 
almost every nation,’’ which he sees as a fruit of the 
great missionary movement. Other addresses deal with 
Church Union, Education, War, Venereal Disease, Eco- 
nomics, Industry, Labor. The volume has its title from 
five of the addresses (there are twenty-five: none of 
them long) delivered in different parts of Great Britain 
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_ Judges, as preparation for study. 


in the winter of 1942-43. They deal with the Chur 
and the ordering of society. Dr. Temple received cc 
siderable censure from some elements for these 
dresses, but it seems to this reviewer that he deals with 
such basic and accepted principles that no Christian 
could quarrel honestly with him. The fifth was deliveres 
at a Youth Rally in London and is an appeal for loyalty 
to Christ, and the living of the Christian life as a grea 
adventure. We shall always be grateful that Dr. Templ 
collected and edited these addresses before his lamentes 
passing._Wm. Tait Paterson. 


Mid-Week 


Theme for January, “Gideon, Among 
Today,” with meditations from an address t 
the Rev. L. ]. Howells, New Southgate, Lom 
don, in The Expository Times. If desired 
the pastor, these studies can be made hig. 
dramatic for weekly presentation, by bavit 
some of the young people take part. Gideon 
tools are those needed for threshing wheat; 
modern tools are of many kinds, but the appli 
cation is the same. Some will understand th 
lesson more easily by application to mod orn 
conditions. Many good Church people st 
think of the lessons of the Bible in ancie 
setting, with our part in the drama of life co 
sisting in reading the Bible, rather than app 
ing its lessons. Suggest that membership re 


er) ae ote es ee 


I. Gideon in the Winepress 


Organ: “Morning Prayer’’—Costa. 

Invocation: “My son, attend to my word 
incline thine ear unto my sayings.” 

Hymn: “Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare 

Psalm: 97, responsively. ; 

Hymn: “When Courage Fails and Fait 
Burns Low.” 

Scripture: Judges 6:1-10. 

Hymn: “Send Down Thy Truth, O Lord. 


_ Meditation> Judges 6:11. R. V. Gideon thres 
ing wheat in a wimepress is an ancient picture 
today’s underground printing newspapers, buildi 
planes from salvage, filching food and ammuniti 
from the enemy. Gideon was a patriot, who 
been driven under cover in order to conserve whe 
for food. 

In ordinary times, threshing was done with slec 
and winnowing shovel on top of a hill four-squa 
to the winds of heaven. Now, however, times 
not ordinary. The enemy has repeatedly carried 
the fruits of harvest, leaving the fields bare. He 
like today in the enemy-occupied lands. So Gide 
beats out the wheat in the place where grapes usual 
grow, since, as the corn is ripe and the grapes < 
not, he surmises that the enemy will not suspect the 
truth. See him at his appointed task, conservin rhe 
food within his grasp, a lookout on the hilltop, he 
while wondering how the peace and plenty of forme: 
years may be restored. An astonishing thing happens 
No, not a robot bomb! No, not a blitz! No, ne 
an earthquake But—GOD, God is present in 
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VOICES OF THE PASSION 


by O. P. Kretzmann and A. C. Oldsen 


A new approach — A fresh manner of presentation — 


Stimulating and alive. 
before you and tell their own story of the Man of Sorrows. 


The characters of the Passion step 
Hear what Judas, 


Peter, John, Caiaphas, Dismas and the others have to say to us of the twentieth 


eentury. Presented with simple, 


quietly persuasive, heart-searching eloquence. 


Included are seven deeply devotional and inspiring meditations 
, ) on the Words f 
the Cross leading straight to the heart. Will appeal to minister and lapman. 


alike. 
THE PULPIT BOOK CLUB 
SELECTION FOR FEBRUARY 


An exceptional gift to those in the service. 


$ 1 50 At your 


Bookstore 


ERNST KAUFMANN, Inc. 


209 S. State, Chicago 4, Ill. 


7 Spruce St., New York 7, N. Y. 


epress, and Gideon gets the shock of his life, 
nm he realizes this. How very modern! Like 
t of us, Gideon talks about God, imploes Him 
lo something about his extreme difficulties, but, 
5 he expect God? No, like we, he gets the shock 
is life, because that was the last thing he ex- 
ed. Can we apply that lesson in our own lives? 
ay? trusting that God will know what to do 
t our vexing needs? 


“O Grant Us Light, That We May 


Prayer: By pastor, or assigned, applied spe- 
ally to our needs for believing our prayers 
1 charting our course as if we expected God 
answer them. 

ymn: “God Moves in a Mysterious Way.” 
Benediction. 
Drgan: “Toccato’—Dubois. 


God Is Present 
Vrgan: ‘Meditation’ —Morrison. 
nvocation: ‘The Lord is nigh unto all of 
that call upon Him, to all that call upon 
in truth.” 
lymn: “Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult.” 
Psalm: 18, responsively. 
dymn: “Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 
cripture: Judges 6:10-16. 
ymn: “Come ye that Love the Lord.” 
Aeditation: The lesson tells us of Gideon’s shock 
ealizing the presence of God in the winepress. 
had not expected God and he was greatly sur- 
ed when the messenger said, ‘The Lord is with 
=!’ Gideon’s answer might well be the answer of 
t Christian Church members today. Listen, ‘Why 
is all this befallen us?’ ‘The Lord hath cast us 
Gideon had expected the enemy to overtake 
in the winepress, or surely ravaging the corn- 
4s, but God, that could not be. Gideon had the 
brse order of Carey’s famous sermon-slogan, ‘Ex- 
great things from God, attempt great things for 
We have no right to criticise Gideon, since so 
‘we expect everything else to happen to us, but 
er the presence of God at our workbench, at our 
hen sink. In a crisis, we expect God only, after 
last man-organized expedients have broken down. 
4 a woman, hysterical with fright, ‘what do. we 
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CHURCH BULLETINS 


We furnish a weekly church bul- 
letin that is attractive yet inexpen- 
sive. Thousands of churches are 
now using this service. Send postal 
today for free samples and full 
information. No obligation. 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING Co. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


CHURCH RECORDS 
CE 


INCREASE YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
with “B and M” Loose Leaf Records. Write for 
FREE samples of our Individual Church Record, 


Treasurer’s Cash Record, and Guest Register. 
Bookstores or 


W. E. MANSFIELD & CO., St. Joseph, Mo. 


do now?’ ‘Pray to God!’ was the answer, ‘that’s the 
only thing left to do.’ ‘Has it come down to that?’ 
We need not smile, her plight is often reflected in 
our own behaviour. We expect invasions of our 
coasts by the enemy, we expect ill-luck, sickness, 
accident, but God? how many of us expect Him to 
invade our homes? How many of us actually expect 
him to be present here? 

The Cross was a winepress, where no one, not 
even the apostles of Jesus Christ expected the 
presence of God. Bethlehem was a winepress, de- 
spised and impoverished, where none expected God. 
The Upper Room was a winepress, where the fol- 
lowers of the crucified Jesus waited in fear and 
trembling, for what? Yet, God has come nowhere 
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with such significance as to these winepresses in t 
history of mankind. 

Hymn: ‘Teach me, my God and King.” 

Prayer: Especially for the coming of t 
spirit, so we may realize the true meaning 
the message of Jesus Christ. The ability 
believe our own prayers. 

Hymn: “Stand up, Stand up for Jesus.” 

Benediction. 

Organ: “Recessional”—Parker. 


Ill. Miracles Through Human Heart: 
and Hands 
Organ: “Hosannah’ "Faulks. 
Invocation: “I will praise the Lord withie r 
whole heart, I will show forth all Thy maty 


lous works.” 
Hymn: “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fi 
fhe 
Psalm: 44, tesponsively. 
Hymn: ‘My Jesus, as Thou Wilt.” 
Scripture: Judges 6:16-40. 
Hymn: “Thy Way, not Mine, O Lord.” 
Meditation: This ancient story teaches us 
wherever people are threshing wheat in a wine 
(making bolts and nuts in a modern factory), beati 
out their convictions, a way of life, doing their dw 
there is God—the God of Gideon, the God of G 
tion, yea, the God of mankind, the God of & 
believing man or woman. Gideon did not & 
God, because he did not realize the meaning of 
prayers, he did not take God at his word. He pra 
to God, he spoke of Him as the God of mirael 
but he did not go deep enough. He did not Knd 
that God could work miracles through him, Gi 
as He had through the human hands and hea 
in earlier generations of Israel. God was teachi 
Gideon in the winepress that miracles could be p 
formed through him, Gideon; God was asking Gid 
to believe that His own Divine Spirit might — 
clothed with Gideon’s personality, just as we afe 
believe that God’s hand works through our hands, 
we do His bidding. Verse 34 shows us how Go 
spirit may be clothed with man’s personality. 
God calls Gideon to yield his hands, head, he 
everything he is and has to His service.. Note ] 
even asks for his axe. God calls Gideon to do H 
will in regard to his own affairs, and then tells hi 
what to do about the enemy. Gideon is showmm 
relation between the two; he realizes that ae 
against the enemy is possible only after he acte 
God's will and direction in his own affairs. Matchi 
his understanding with action, he gathers his m 
with their axes, and goes forth to do God's bidding 
Hynm: “Onward Christian Soldiers . . - 
Prayer: Especially for the grace of God 
understanding the meaning of work in © 
lives. | 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
Benediction. : 
Organ: ‘Festive March”—Blackmore. 


IV. Our.Two-Way Problem 
Organ: “Adagio” (5th Sonata)— — Guile 
Invocation: “Unto Thee, O Jehovah, do 


The Exposit 


up my soul. O my God, in Thee have | 
ed. 


leditation: Gideor understood that obedience to 
in matters concerning his own life was closely 
d to that concerning his relation to the victory 
the enemy of Israel. The book of Judges is 
merely a collection of stories about invasions, 
S, sorties—it is that of course, and in that it 
istorical value. What we are concerned with 
is its bearing on our two-way problem, its re- 
5 value, a story of a brave people who saw 
it is no use trying to deal with the outside 
y, until one has dealt with the inside enemy. 
t is the purpose of victory over a foreign enemy, 
inside enemy holds us in its grip? We have 
ouble-barreled difficulty today. 
course, it is imperative that we deal with the 
de enemy, as it tears and rockets its way into 
ives; we cannot leave that unto a better day. We 
do it now. But side by side with this enforced 
sity, and the yet unrecognized problems of post- 
days, we must take up the mighty task of build- 
a purer conception of God within our own 
s. When we explore God and His ways in 
ty, we discover that He works miracles through 
le. The miracle of pure and undefiled worship 
life will be wrought in us, as we yield ourselves 
od. 
ke Gideon, we shall find ourselves making all 
of excuses, even to our poverty and lack of 
ing. All history is dotted with stories of great 
ts who tried to evade the call of God to a given 
in this manner. Yet God has done some of 
reatest works through poor, unacclaimed people. 
ses cobblers and carpenters, tinkers and tailors, 
men and beggars to work His plans. Gideon 
a layman with no priestly training, a tradesman, 
esher of wheat. The hope of the world lies in 
ommon man. The Light of the World was a 
nter, so let us be done with excuses about our 
n in life. God is calling us, wherever we are; 
task we are doing is not important, it is the 
t-centered heart that matters. ‘God hath chosen 
eak things of the world to confound the things 
seem mighty.’ God’s challenge to us is to follow 
bidding in whatever station He has placed us. 
ymn:; “Come Thou, Almighty King. 
ayer and Witness from as many members 


ossible. 


ymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
ee: 
enediction 

- “Grand Chorus’—DywvBozs. 


eral Council 

rom page 22 

r to 1936, he was for 7 years President of 
Pauw University, Greencastle, Ind. 

ther officers chosen are: Vice-President, 
Benjamin E. Mays, Baptist, President of 
rehouse College, Atlanta, Ga.; Recording 
etary, Dr. W. Glenn Roberts, Society of 
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FOR EVERY USE 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIONS ANd PRICES 


| 
BRUNSWICK SEATING CORP. (2am 


LAWRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA 
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Friends, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Treasurer, Harp 
Sibley, Protestant Episcopal, Rochester, N. ¥ 


16MM Film Source 

Ministers interested in Visual Education @ 
have projectors at their disposal, should ple 
their names on the mailing list of Rosh 
Film-Fax, published twice monthly. Write 
Roshon Film-Fax, 2204A RKO Bldg., Rad 
City, New York 20, New York. 
; 
The Mind of Germany | 

“Information Service,’ Nov.25, 1944, 7 
ports: ‘The New Statesman and Nation” 
Sept. 16, “1944, summarizes the reactions 
questioning of some 300,000 German prisone 
most of them under 30, and finds that th 
seem to have “no conception whatsoever of} 
German people’s political future.” They 
roughly, into 3 categories, of which the & 
and smallest is the “hard core’ fanatical Naz 
A larger group, including party members, 
lost faith in the Nazi Party and state, but 
tains a ‘very definite mental reservation Wi 
regard to the person of Hitler,’’ whom they’s 
as “the only stable factor in their whole poli 
cal outlook,” providing continuity. This gre 
manifests “a very odd kind of self-pity” 
sees a hostile and ungrateful world anxious 
smash “what they had built up with so o 
love and care.” 

The 3rd category constitutes the majotit 
with no love for socialism nor for Hitler; th 
want only peace and a chance to rebuild the 
personal lives. But the Allies will have 
supply the government, make the plans a1 
issue the orders. “It is this absence of @ 
feeling for inividual or communal initiati 
and responsibility which is the most startli 
and depressing symptom . . .” The picture 
vague, confused, inarticulate and “‘as for ¢ 
mocracy the word has no meaning for them, 


A NEW APPROACH! 


Our plan will bring people to your church, 
many of whom have never been there 
before! Let us tell you about a new 
angle to one of your biggest 
problems, ATTENDANCE 
A 3c stamp will bring 
particulars. When writ- 
ing, tell us if you have 
a_ stereopticon. 

RYAN LANTERN SLIDE SERVICE 


409 Harrison St. 


The Exposit 


